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An Epiſtle to all che S Lor nr or and 
CARELESS Funes 


FRIENDS, 


O olomon ſaith, That the defire of the flothful 
* killeth him; and if ſo, what will fothfulneſs 
itfelf do to thoſe that entertain it? The proyerb 
is, He that ſleepeth in the harveſt is a ſon that 
cauſeth ſhame: And this I dare be bold to ſfay, no 
greater ſhame can befal a man, then to ſee that 
he hath fooled away his ſou], and ſinned away Cy 
ternal life. And I am ſure this is the next way to 
do it; namely, to be ſlothful; fsthful, I fag, in 
the work of ſalvation. The vineyard of the fothe * 


ful man, in reference to the things of this life, is 


not fuller of briars, nettles, and Riinking weeds, 


than he that is ſlothful for heaven, hath bis * 
full of heart · ehoaking and ſoul· daqning lin. 


Slothfulneſs hath theſe two evils? Pirſt, To nes 


dea che time in which it ſbövüd be getting of 
| A WT betvenz 
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5 "IJ An Epifile to all the 
heaven; and by chat means deth, in the ſecond . 


place, bring in untimely repentance, I will wor- ] 
rant you, that he who ſhould Joſe his ſoul in this t 
world through ſlothfulneſs, will have no cauſe 
to be glad thereat when he comes to hell. 
a a ; 44) * 
Slothfulneſs is uſually accompanied with care: « 


lefſnefs, and careleſſneſs is for the moſt part bes 
gotten by ſenſeleſſneſs ; and ſenſeleſineſs doth a- 
gain put freſh ſtrength into ſlothfulne ſs, and by 
this means the foul is leſt remedileſi. 


| Slothfulneſs ſbutteth out Chriſt ; flothfulaeſs t 
ſbameth the ſoul, _ . 0 


slothfulneſs it is condemned even by the fee- 
bleſt of all the creatures. Go to the ant thou ſlug - 
gard, conſider her ways and be wiſe, The ſlug- 
gard will not plough by reaſon of the cold ; (that 
is, he will not break up the fallow ground of bis 
| heart, becauſe there muſt be ſome pains taken by 
dim that will do it); therefore be ſhall begin bar. 
reſt, (that is, when the ſaints of God fhall hare 
their glerious heaven and happineſs given to them); 
but the fluggard ſhall have nothing, that is, 
be never the better for his crying for mercy, ac- 
cording to that in Matth, Av. 10, 11, 12, 


2 


_ Shethfal and Careleſs p wple. - vil 


7: If you would know a fluggard in the things ot 
heaven, compare him with one thatis flothful in 


the things of this world; As, 


1. He that is „ 8dthfor' is loth to ſet about the 


work he ſhould low: ſo is he thar is . 
for heaven, 


— 


2. He that is flothful, is one that is willing to 
7 8888 ſo is be that is ffothtul for een. 


3: He that is a flüggard, any ſmall matter 


that cometh in between, he will make it a ſuffi 


cient excuſe to keep him off from plying his works x 
ſo it is alſo with him that is flothful 28. 


4. He that is flothfal doth bis work 


halves; and ſo it is with him that:is- wk for | 
heaven, He may almoſt, but be ſhall bever ab 
together obtain perfection of deliverance from bell; 
he may almoſt, but he ſhall never ys | 


mend) be altogether a ſaint, 0 ; 


_ They that are EY do el loſe-the 


, _ ſcaſom 
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wii As Epiſtle to ali the 
ſeaſon in which things are to be done : and thus 
it is alſo with them that are ſlothful for heaven, 
they miſs the ſeaſon of grace, And therefore, 


6. They that are flothful have ſeldom or never: 
good fruit; ſo alſo it will be with the ſoul · lug 
gatd. 


7. They that are fothful they are ehid for 
the ſame ; ſo alſo will Chriſt deal with thoſe that 


are not active for him. Thou wicked or ſlothſul 


ſervant, out of thine own mouth will I-judge 
thee; then ſaidſt 1 was thus, and thus. 
wherefore then gaveſ not theu my money to the 
bank? &c. Take the unprofitable ſeryant, and 
caſt him inte utter darkneſs, where ſhall be veepy 
ing and gnaſhing of teeth. 


1. What ſhall I ſay? time runs: and will 70 


be ſlothful þ 


2. Much of your lives are paſt; and will 16e 


de ſlothful? 


* Your fouls a are worth a thouſand worlds 3 
2 "will you be ſlotchful? | * 


4. The 


Slotb/ul and Careleſs People. in 
- 4+ The day of death and judgment is at the 
door; and will you be lothful? . 


5. The curſe of God hangs over your head; 
and will you be flothful ?” 


6. Beſides, the devils are earneſt; laborious; 
and ſeek by all means every day, by every fin, to 
keep you out of heaven, and hinder you of ſal; 
vation; and will you be ſlothſul ? 


7. Alſo your neighbours are diligent A. things 
that will periſh; and will you be flothful for 


things that will endure for ever ?. 


- 8 Would you be —_— to be 2 for 
flothſulneſs ? 


9. Would you be willing the angels of God 
ſhopld neglect to fetch your ſouls away to heaven 
when you lie a- dying, and the. devils ſtand by 
ready to ſcramble for them ? 


10, Was Chriſt ſlothful in the work of re. 


redemption ? 
% 


-- 


11. Ar 9 


IH An Epiſtle to all the © 
11. Are his miniſters ſlothſul in tendering 
this unto you ? 


x6. And, laſtly, If all this will not move, EK 


tell you God will not be ſlothful or negligent: to. 


damn you, (whoſe damnation now of a long time 
ſlumbereth not), nor the devils will not negleR to 


fetch thee, nor bo neglect to ſhut its mouth up- 
on thee, 


slaggard, art thou aſleep ſtill? art thou reſol · 
ved to ſleep the ſleep of death? Will neither ti- 
dings from heaven or hell awake thee F* wilt 


thou ſay ill, Yer a little foldiog of the arms to 


' Neep ? Wilt thou yet turn thyſelf in thy floth, as 
the door is turned upon the hinges? O that I:was 
one that was ſkilful in lamentation, and had but 
a yearning heart towards thee, how. would I pity 
thee! How would 1 bemoan thee ! O that 1 could 
with Jeremiah let my eyes run down with rivers 
of waters for thee! Poor ſoul, loſt ſoul, dying 
ſoul, what a hard heart have I that I cannot 
| mourn for thee! 1f-thon wouldſt loſe but a limb, 
a-child or a friend, it would not be ſo much, but- 
pcor man it is thy ſoul ; if it was to lie in bell 
but for a day, but for a year, nay, ten thouſand 
years, it would (in compariſon) be nothing: but 


Oo. 


Fre 


nc 


ä Slot hf and Careleſi People. | ol 
8 © it is for ever! O this cutting ever! What a 
ſout- amazing word will that be, which ſaith, De- 


part from me ye curſed into EysRLAsTING fire, 
E '&c. 


0 

0 Objection. But if 1 mould ſet in, and run as 

wr you would have me, then T moſt run from all my 

* triends; for none of them are running that way. 

. Anſwer. And if thou doſt, thou wilt run into 

2 the boſom of Chriſt, and of God, and then what 

* harm will that do thee ? 

Ez Objet, But if I run this way, then I muſt run 

* from all my figs. 

n | 

y Anſw, That is true indeed; yet if thou Coſt 

4 not, chou wilt run into he ll: fire. 

5 Objed. : But if 1 run this way, then I ſhall be 

XJ hated, and loſe the love of my friends and relati- 

* ons, and of thoſe that I expeQ benefit from, or 

a» have reliance on, and I ſhall be mocked of all my 

U. . 

| Afr, And if thou doſt not, thou art ſure 10 42 
0 Jole the love and favour of God for thy folly, K 


vin 


An Epiſtle to all the 
will laugh at your calamities, and mock when 
your fear cometh); and if thou wouldſt not be 
| hated and mocked, then take -heed thou by thy 
folly doſt not procure the diſpleaſure and mock- 
" ings of the great God; for his mocks and hatred 
will be terrible, becauſe they will fall upon thee 
in terrible times, even when tribulation and an- 
guiſh taketh hold on thee ; which will be when 
death and judgment comes, when all the men in 
the earth, and all the angels in heaven, cannot 
-help thee, 


Object. But ſurely I may begin this time ez 
nough, a year or two hence, may I not? 


 Anſw, Firſt, Haſt thou any leaſe of thy life ? 
Did ever God tell thee thou {halt live balf a year, 
or two months longer '? -nay, it -may be thou 
mayſt not live ſo long. And therefore, N 


| Sceondly, Wilt thou be {o Cortiſh and un wiſe, 
as to venture thy ſoul upon a little uncertain 
time ? 


Thirdly, Doſt thou know whether the day of 
«Brace will laſt a week longer or no? For the day 
. 3 55 | | of 


ſe, 


to make thy ſoul welcome, and he will give it V9 


Slethful and Carelife People. wit - _— 
of grace is paſt with ſome before their life is ended; al 
and if it ſhould be fo with thee, wouldſt thou 
not ſay, O that T had begun to ran before the 


day of grace had been paſt, and n gates of 
heaven ſhut againſt me, But, | ; 


'Fourthly, If thou ſhouldR fee any of thy neigh- , 
bours negleR the making ſure of either houſe or 
land themſelves, if they had it proffered to them, «_- . 
ſaying, Time enough hereafter, when the time is | 
"Uncertain ; and beſides, they do not know whe- 
ther ever it will be proffered to them again, or 
no: I ſay, wouldſt theu not then call them 
fools? And if ſo, then doſt thou think that thou 
art a wiſe man to let thy immortal ſoul hang 
over hell by a thread of uncertain time, which 
may ſoon be cut aſunder by death ? 

But to ſpeak plainly, all theſe 3 are the works 
of a ſlothful ſpirit, Ariſe, man, be flothful no 
longer; ſet foot, and heart, and all into the way 
of God, and run, the crown is at the end of the 
race; there alſo ſtandeth the loving fore-runner, 
even Jeſus, who hath prepared heavenly proviſion 


„ B | _ thee. 


„ uv Au F/ifle 1 / the, te. 
| thee with a willinger heart than ever thou canſt i 


* deſire it of him. O therefore do not delay the 

+ time any longer, but put into practice the words 

| of the men of Dan to their brethren, aſter they: 

had ſeen the goodneſs of the land of Canaan : 

Ariſe, ſay they, &c, for we have ſeen the land, 

Et and behold it is very good; and ye are ſtill, (or 

1 3d you forbear running ?) Be not flothful to 11 
| and to enter to - a the land : Judg, zviii 

19. Farewel. 


_ 4 uiſb your ſoul: may meet with 


comfort at the journg's end, 
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OF THE 


Max that gets to Heaven 
N Com ir. 24. S run that ye may obtain. 


Eaven and happineſs is that which every ons 
. deſireth, inſomuch that wieked Balaam 
3 could ſay, Let me die the death of the righteous, 
16 and let my laſt end be like his ; Yet for all this, 
* there are but very few that do obtaia that ever- 
to- be · deſired glory, inſomuch that many eminent 
profeſſors drop ſhort of a welcome from God into 
this pleaſant place, The apoſtle, therefore, be- 


333 cauſe he did deſire che ſalvation. of the ſouls of -M 
I. IJ the Corinthians to whom he writes this epiltle, 9 
12 layeth them down in theſe words, ſach counſel, 
ich if taken, would be for their help and ad» 

vantage. Fore N _— . 


Ba wy 


16 The Heavenly Foot nan. 
Firſt, Not to be wicked, and ſit ſtill, and wiſh 
for heaven ; but to run for it. 


* Secondly, Not to content themſelves with every 
kind of running; but, ſaith he, So run that ye | 
may obtain. As if he ſhould ſay, Some, becauſe 
they would not loſe their ſouls, they begin to run 
betimes, they run apace, they run with patience, 
they run the right way: Do you ſo run. 80 run from 
both father and mother, friends and companions, 
and thus, that they may have the crown: Po you. 
ſo run. Some run through temptations, afflidions, 
good report, evil report, that they may win the 
pearl: Do you fo run. So run that ye may 
obtain. 5 1 


Theſe words they are taken from men's running 
fer a wager: A very apt ſimilitude to ſet before 
the eyes of the ſaints of the Lord. Know ye not | 
that they which run in a race, run all, but one 
obtains the prize? So run that ye may obtain, 
That is, do not only run, but be ſure you. win as 
well as run. So run that ye may obtain, 
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I ſhall not need to make any great ado in open- 
ing the words at this time, but ſhall rather lay 
down one doctrine — I do find in them; and in 
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cauſe 


O run 
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Fle Heavenly Footmtaw.  _ 


proſecuting that, I ſhall ſhew you, in ſome mea» 
ſure, the ſeope of the words. 


The docttrine is this: They that will have 
heaven, muſt run for it; I ſay, they that will 
have heaven, they muſt run for it. I beſeech 
you to heed it well. Know ye not, that they 
Which run in a race run all, but one obtains the 
prize? So run ye. The prize is heaven, and if 
you will will have it, you muſt run for it. You 
trave another ſcripture for this in the 12th of the- 
Hebrews, the 1ſt, ad, and 3d verſes: Wherefore _ 


about with ſo great a cloud of witneſſes, let us lay 
aſide every weight, and the fin which doth ſo 
eaſily beſet” us, and let us run with patience the 
race that is ſet before us. And let us run, ſaith- 

ws, | | 


Again, ſaith Paul, Lſo run notens uncertainly; 


Bat before Tigo any further: 


1. Fleeings- 


* that this running i is not an ordinary, or 
335 any” 


feeing alſo, ſaith the apoſtle, that we are compaſſed - 


18 The Heavenly Footman; 
any ſort of ronning, but it is tobe underſtood of the 
ſwitteſt ſort of running; and therefore in the 6th of 
the Hebrews, it is called a fleeing: That we might 
have ſtrong conſolation, who have fled for refuge 
to Jay hold on the hope ſet before us. Mark, who 
hav* fled: It is taken from the 2oth of Joſhua, con» 
cerning the man that was toflee to the city of refuge, 
whenthe avenger of blood was hard at his heels, 
to take vengeance on him for his offence he had 
committed ; therefore. it is a running or fleeing 
for one's life: 4 running with all might and 
main, as we uſe to ſay. 80 run. 


2. Preſſing. 


' Secondly, This running in another place is 
called a prefling, I preſs towards the mark; 
which ſignifieth, that they that will have heaven, 
they muſt not ſtick at any difficulties they meet 
with; but preſs, erowd, and thruſt through all 
that may ſtand between heaven and their ſouls, 


$0 run, 


Thirdly, This running is called in another 
» place, 


» 


— 


7 4 SY _ © = 
\ . * as FTI) _ 
F 1 g 
= N "= 
e po 
— = o 
" | 
) 


n The Heavenly Fontman. 
e | place, a continuing in the way of life. If you 
f continue in the faith grounded, and ſettled ; and 
E be not moved away from the hope of the goſpel * 
e of Chriſt, Not to run a little now and then, by «7 
0 fits and Rarts, or halt- way, or almoſt thither, but 
5 ta run for my life, to run thiough all difficulties, 
. and to continue therein to the end of the race, 
, which muſt be to the end of my life. So run that 
+ IU y< may obtain, And the reaſons-for this point are: 


1. Becauſe all or every one that runneth doths 
not obtain. the prize : there be many that do run, 
yea, and run far too, who yet miſs of the crows 
| that ſtandeth at the end of the race, You know 
þ that all that run in a race do not obtain the vie- 

tory; they all run, but one wins And: ſo it is 
here, it is not every one that runneth, nor every 
one that ſtriveth for the maſtery, that hath it. 
Though a man do ſtrive ſor the maſtery, ſaith: 
Paul, yet he is not crowned, 'unlefs he ſtrive lau- 
fully; that is unleſs he ſo run, and ſo ſtrive, as 
to have God's approbation. What, do ye think 
that every heavy-heeled proſeſſor will have hes 
ven? What, every lazy one ? every wanton and Þ 
fooliſh profeſſor, that will be topped by any thing, | 
kept back by any thing, that ſcarce vunneth ſo 
g ; faſt 


* 


= - The Heavenly Footman. 
faſt heavenward as a ſnail ereepetn on the ground 
Nay there are ſome prof:firs that do not go on 
ſ>faſt in the way of God as a ſnail doth go on the 
wall; and yer theſe think, that heaven and hap< 
pineſs-is for them. But ſtay, there are many more 
that run than there be that obtain; therefore 0 
that will have heaven muſt · run for it, 


2. Becavſe 5 that the a man do run, 
yet if he do not overgome, or win, as well as run; 


what will they be the better for their running? 


They will get nothing. You know the man that 
renneth, he doth do it that he may win the prize: 
bot if he doth not obtain it, he doth loſe his la» 
bour, ſpend his pains and time, and that to no 


purpoſe; 1 ſay, he getteth nothing. And ah! 


how many ſuch runners will there be found in 
the day of judgment? Even multitudes, mul 
titudes that have run, yea, run ſo far as to come 


to heaven gates, and not able to get any further, 


but there Rand knocking, when it/ is too late, 
crying, Lord, Lord, when they have nothing but 
rebukes for their · pains, Depart from me, you 


come- not here, you came-too late, you- run tos 


lazily; the door is ſhut, When once the maſter 
of the houſe is riſen up, ſaith Chriſt, and hath 
mut to the door, and ye begin to. ſtand withoutz 
and 


* 


* 


E x 
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The. Heavenly Fatman. 2 
and to knock, ſaying, Lord, Lord, open to us, 1 
will ſay, I know you not, depart, &c. O ſad will 
the ſtate of thoſe be that run and miſs; therefore, 
N you will have heaven, you mult run for it; and 
{o run that ye may obtain, 
3. Becauſe the way is long, (I ſpeak meta- 
Phorically,) and there is many a dirty ſtep, many 
a high hill, much work to do, a wicked heart, 
world, and devil to overcome; I ſay, there are 
many Reps to be taken by thoſe that intend to be 
faved, by running or walking in the ſteps of that 
faith. of our father Abraham, Out of Egypt 
thou muſt go through the Red ſea ; thou mull 
run a long and tedious journey, through the vaſt 
howling wilderneſs, ated ear: 
" n. p 


"1" oo They that will go-to heaven they muſt run 
for it; becauſe, as the way is long, ſo the time 
in which they are to get to the end of it is very 
uncertain; the time preſent is the only time; 

thou halt no more time allotted thee than that 

thou now enjoyeſt; Boaſt not thyſelf of to- mor- 
tow, for thou knoweſt not what a day may bring 
forth. Do not ſay, 1 have time enough to get 
| to heaven. ſeven years. hence; for L tell thee, the 


d 


= Phe Heavenly Footman, 
bell' may toll for thee before ſeven days more be 
ended ; and when death eomes, away thou muſt 


go, whether thou art provided or not; and there- 
fore look ty it; make no delays; it is not good 
dallying with things of ſo great concernment as 


the ſalvation or damnation of thy ſoul, You 
know he that bath a great way to go in a little 
ume, and leſs by half than _ thinks-of, he had 
need to run for it. 


5. They has will have heaven, they muſt run 
for it ; becauſe the devil, the law, fin, death, and 
bell, follow them, There is never poor ſoul 
that is goingto heaven, but the devil, the law, fin, 
death, and hell, make after that ſou}. The devil, 


Jour adverſary, as a roaring lion, goeth about 
ſeeking whom he may devour. And I. will aſſure 
you, the devil is nimble, he can run apace, he is 
light of foot, he hath overtalken many, he hath ; 


turned up their heels, and hath given them an 


everlaſting fall. Alſo the law, that can ſhoot a 


great way, have a care thou keep out of the 
veach of thoſe great guns, the ten command- 
ments. Hell alſo hath a wide mouth; it can 


| Kretch itſalt farther than you are aware of, and 
as the angel ſaid to Lot, Take heed, look nat be- 
bind (hee, neither tarry thou in all che plain, 


(that: 


{ 


1 
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| The Heavenly Footman;. 
that is, any where between this and heaven}, 


iet thou be conſumed ; ſo ſay 1 to thee, Take 


keed, tarry not, leſt either the devil, hell, death, 
or the fearful curſes of the law of God, do over- 
ke thee, and throw thee down in the midſt of 
thy fins, ſo as never to riſe and recover again, 
F I5-this were well conlidered, then thou; as well 
Tas I, would ſay, They that will have heaven 
mult run for it. 


6. They that will go to heaven muſt run for 
it; becauſe perchance the gates of heaven may 
be ſhut ſhortly, Sometimes ſinners have not hea» 
ven- gates open to them ſo long as they ſuppoſe; 
and if they be once ſhut againſt a man, they are 
ſo heavy, that all the men in the world, or all 
the angels in heaven, are not able to open them. 
I ſhut and no man can open, ſaith Chriſt, And 
bow if thou ſhouldſt come but one quarter of an 
hour too late ? I tell thee, it will coſt thee an & 

© tcrnity to bewail thy miſery in. Francis Spira 
can tell thee what it is to ſtay till the gates of 
mercy be quite ſhut; or to run ſo laaily, chat 
they be ſhut before thou get within them, What, 
to be ſhut out | what, out of heaven ! Sinner, 
rather than loſe it, run for it; yea, and ſo run 
that thou mayeſt obtain. 


7. Laſtly, 
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7, Laſtly, Becauſe if thou loſe, thou loſeſt all, 
thou loſeſt ſoul, God, Chriſt, heaven, eaſe, peace, 
Sc. Beſides, thou layeſt thyſelf open to all the 
ſhame, contempt, and reproach, that either God, 
Chriſt, ſaints, the world, fin, the devil, and all, 
can lay upon thee, As Chriſt ſaith of the fooliſh 
builders, fo will 1 ſay of thee, if thou be ſuch a 
one who runs and miſſeſt; I ſay, even all that go 
by will begin ts mock at thee, ſaying, This man 
began to run well, but was not able to finifh, 
But more of this anon, 


Que t. But how ſhould a poor ſoul do to run? 
For this very thing is that which afflideth-me 
ſore, (as you ſay), to think that I may run, and 
yet fall ſhort. Methinks to fall ſhort at laſt, o, 
it fears me greatly 1 Pray tell me, therefore, how 
I ſhould run. 


Anſ. That thou mayeſt indeed be ſatisfied in 
this particular, conſider theſe following things, - 


The firſt direction. 
Tf thou would(t ſo run as to obtain the kingdom 


of heaven, then be ſure that thou get into the way 
= that 
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'that leadeth thither: For it is a vain thing to 
think that ever thou ſhalt have the prize, though 
thou runneſt never ſo faſt, unleſs thou art in the 
way that leads to it, Set the caſe, that there 
ſhould be a man in London that was-torun to York 
tor a wager ; now, though he run never ſo ſwiſtly, 
yet if he run full ſouth, he might run himſelf 
quickly out of breath, and be never the nearer 
the prize, but rather the farther off, Juſt ſo is 
niſh. it here; it is not ſimply the runner, nor yet the 
haſty runner, that winneth the crown, unleſs he 
be in the way that leadeth thereto, I have ob- 
un ? Wl ſerved, that little time which I have been a pro- 
A me Wl feflor, that there is a great running to and fro, 
and ſome this way, and ſome that way, yet it is to be 
t, O, Wl feared moſt of them are out of the way, and 
how WW then, though they run as ſwift as the eagle can 
fly, they are benefited nothing at all. 


d in Here is one runs a-quaking, another a-rant- 
gs. ing; one again runs after the baptiſm, and an- 
other after the Independency : Here is one for 
Free-will, and another for Preſbytery ; and yet 
pollibly moſt of all theſe ſets run quite the wrong 
way, and yet every one is ſor his life, his ſoul; 
either for heayen or bell. a 


way 


that — If 
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If thou ſay, Which is the way ? IT tell.thee it is 

CHRIST, The SONOFMAKRY, TA 

SON OF GOD, ;J:ſus ſaith, I am the way, 

the truth, and the life; no man cometh to the 
Father but by me. 80 then thy buſineſs is, (if 
thou would(t have ſalvation), to ſee if Chriſt be 
thine, with all his benefits; whether he hath 
ſhewed thee that thy ſins are waſhed away with 
his heart-blood, whether thou art planted.into 
bim, and whether thou have faith in him, ſo as to 
make a life out of him, and to conform thee to 
him; that is, ſuch faith as to conclude that 
thou art righteous, becauſe Chriſt js thy righte- 
ouſneſs, and ſo conſtrained to walk with him as 


the joy of thy heart, becauſe he ſaveth thy ſoul. 0 
And for the Lord's ſake take heed, and do not rt 
deceive thyſelf, and think thou art in the way up- w 
on too flight grounds; for if thou miſs of the b 
way, thou wilt miſs of the prize, and if thou it 


miſs of that I am ſure thou wilt loſe thy foul, 
even that ſoul which is worth more than the 
whole world. I | 


But I have treated more largely on this in my 
book of the two covenants, and therefore ſhall paſs 


" "0 now; only I beſeech thee to have a care of thy 
<1 2 ſoul, 
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it 16 

1 ſoul, and that thou mayſt ſo do, take this coun- 

| ſel : x . | | 
ay, 
the . — ; 

(if Miſtruſt thy own ſtrength, and throw it away; 
be don on thy knees in prayer to the Lord for the 
ath ſpirit of truth; ſearch his word for direction; flze 
ich ſedueers company; keep company with the ſound- 


eſt Chriſtians, and be ſure thou have a care of 
Quakers, Ranters, Free-willers : Alſo do not 
have too mach com pany with ſome Anabapriſts, 


to 

hat though I go under that name myſelf. I tell thee 

te- this is ſuch a ſerious matter, and I fear thou wilt 

as ſo little regar d it, that the thought of the worth 

ul. of the thing, and of thy too light regarding of 

not it, doth even make my beart ake whilſt 1 am 

up- writing to thee, The Lord teach thee the way 

the by his ſpirit, and then I'am ſure thou wilt know 

hou it, So run. 

zul, | 

the Only by the way, let me bid thee have a care 

| of two things, and ſo 1 ſhall paſs to the next 
thing. | | 

my | 

2aſs 1. Have a care of relying on the outward. oe | 

thy bedience to any of God's commands, or thiaking 


C 2 thyſelf 
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28 The Heavenly Footman. 
thyſelf ever the better in the ſight of God for 
that. 


2. Take heed of fetching peace for thy ſoul 
from any inherent righteouſneſs : But if thou 
canſt believe, that as thou art juſtified freely by 


| the love of God, through the redemption that is 


in Chriſt ; and that God for Chriſt's ſake hath 
forgiven thee, not becauſe he ſaw any thing done, 
or to be done, in or by thee, to move him there- 
unto to do it; fer that is the right way; the 
Lord put thee into it and keep thee in at, 


The ſecond direction. | 


As thou ſhouldſt get into the way, ſo thou 
ſhouldſ alſo be much in ſtudying and muſing on 
the way. You know men that would be expert 
in any thing, they are uſually much in ſtudying 
of that thing, and fo likewiſe is it with thoſe 
that quickly grow expert in any way, This there» 


fore thou ſhouldſt do: let thy ſtudy be much ex. 


erciſed about Chriſt, which is the way, what he 
is, what he hath done, and why he is what he 


is, and why he hath done what is done; as, 


why he took upon him the form of a ſervant, 
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phil. ii. ; why he was made in the likeneſs of 
man; why he cried, why he died; why he bare 
the ſin of the world; why he was made fin, and 
why he was made righteouſneſs; why he is in 
heaven in the nature of man, and what he doth . 


W there. Be much in muſing and conſiJeriag of 


theſe things; be thinking alſo enough of thoſe 
places which thou muſt not come near, but leave 
ſome on this hand, and ſome on that hand; as 
it is with thoſe that travel into other countries, 
they muſt leave ſach a gate on this hand, and 
ſach a buſh on that hand) go by ſuch a place, 
where ſtandeth ſuch @ thing. Thus therefore 
you muſt do, Avoid ſuch things which are expres» 
fly forbidden in ths word of God. Withdraw 
thy foot far from her; and come not nigh the 
door. of her houſe, for her ſteps take hold of hell, 
going down to the chambers: of death. And fo 
of every thing that is not in the way, have a 
care of it, that thou go not by it ; come not- 
near it, have nothing to do with it, So run. 


The third direction. 


Not only thus, but, in the next place, Thou 
muſt ſtrip thyſelf of thoſe things that may hang 
C3 upon 


upon thee, to the hindering of thee in the way 
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to the kingdom of heaven, as covetouſneſs, pride, 


Juſt, or whatever elſe thy heart may be inelin- 


eaſily beſet us, and let us run with patience the 


ing unto, which may hinder thee in this heaven- 
Iy race. Men that run for a wager, if they in- 
tend to win as well as run, they do not uſe to in- 
cumber themſelves or carry thoſe things about 
them that may be any hindrance to them in their 
running. Every man that ſtriveth for the maſtery 
is temperate in all things; That is, he layeth 
aſide every thing that would be any wiſe a diſad- 
vantage to him; as faith the apoltle, Let us 
lay aſide every weight, and the fin that doth ſo 


race that is ſet before us. Ir is but a vain thing 
to talk of going to heaven, if thou let thy heart 
be incumbered with thoſe things that would hin- 
der, Would ycu not ſay that ſuch a man would 
be in danger of loſing, though he run, if he fill 


bis pockets with ſtones, hang heavy garments on 


his ſhoulders, and great lumpiſh ſhoes on his feet? 
80 it is here: thou talkeſi of going to heaven, and 
yet filleſt thy pockets with-ſtones, i. e fillet thy 
heart with this world, letteſt that hang on tby 
ſhoulders, with its profits and pleaſures: Alas, 
alas, thou art widely miſtaken : If thou intendeſt 


in 
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to win, thou mui ſtrip, thou muſt be temperate 
in all things, Thou muſt ſo run. 


The fourth direction. 


Beware of by - paths; take heed theu doſt not 
turn into thoſe lanes which lead out of the way, 
There are crooked paths, paths in which men go 
altray, paths that lead to death and damnation, 
but take heed of all thoſe, Some of them are dan- 
gerous becauſe of practice, ſome becauſe of opinion, - 
but mind them not; mind the path before thee, . 
look right before thee, turn neither to the right 
hand nor to the left, but let thine eyes look right 
on, even before thee; Ponder the path of thy 
feet, and let all thy ways be eſtabkſhed. Tora: 
not to the right hand norto the left : Remove thy- 
foot far from evil. This counſel being not fo ſe - 
riouſly taken as given, is the reaſon of that ſtart- 
ing from opinion to opinion, reeling this way 
and that way, out of this lane into that lane, 
and ſo mifling the way to the kingdom. Though 
the way to heaven be but one, yet there are many 
crooked lanes and by-paths ſhoot down upon it, as 
I may ſay, And again, notwithſtanding the 
kingdom of heaven be the biggeſt city, yet uſu- 
ally thoſe by-paths are moſ beaten, moſt travellers 


80 
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go thoſe ways; and therefore the way to heaven 
is hard to be found, and as hard to be kept in by 
reaſon of theſe, Yet, nevertheleſs, it is in this 
caſe as it was with the harlot of Jericho ; ſhe bad 
one ſcarlet thread tied in her window, by which 


Her heuſe was known : 80 it is here, the ſcarlet: 
ſtreams: of Chriſt's blood rua throughout the 


way to the kingdom of heaven; therefore mind 
that, ſee if thou de find the beſprinkling of the 
blood of Chriſt in the way, and if thou do, be 
of good cheer, thou art in the right way; but 
have a care thou beguile not thyſelf with a fan- 
cy; for then thou mayeſt light into any lane or 
way; but that thou mayſt not be miſtaken, con. 
ſider, though it ſeem never ſo pleaſant, yet if thou 
do not find that in the very middle of the road 
there is written with the heart - blood of Chriſty 
that he came into the world to ſave ſinners, and 
that we are juſtified, though we are ungodly: 
ſhun that way; for this it is which the apoſtle 
meaneth when he ſaith, We have boldneſs to enter 
into the holieſt by the blood of Jeſus, by a new 
and living way which he hath conſecrated for us, 
through the yail,. that is to ſay, his fl:ſh. How 
eaſy- a matter is it in this our day, for the devil 
to be too cunning for poor ſouls, by calling his 


by: 
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by- paths the way to the kingdom ! If ſach an 
opinion or fancy be but cried up by one or more, 
this inſcription being ſet upon it by the devil, 
[This is the way of God, how ſpeedily, greedily, 
and by heaps, do poor ſimple ſouls throw away 
themſelves upon it; eſpecially if it be daubed 


over with a f:zw external acts of morality, if ſo 


good! But this is becauſe men do not know: 


painted by paths from the plain way to the king» 
dom of heaven, They have not yet learned the 


true Chriſt, and what his righteouſneſs is, neither 
have they a ſenſe of their own inſufficiency ; but 
are bold, proud, preſumptuous, * conceited, 
And thetefore, 


The Fifth direction. 


Do not thou be too much in looking too high 


in thy journey heavenwards, You know men- 
that run a race do not uſe to ſtare and gaze this. 
way and that, neither do they uſe to caſt up their 
eyes too high, leſt haply, through their too much- 
gazing with their eyes after other things, they in 
the mean time ſtumble, and catch a fall, The- 


very ſame caſe is this: if thou gaze and ſtare 


after every opinion and way that comes into the 


world, alſo if thou be prying overmuch into God's. 
ſeeret decrees, or let thy heart too much entertain. 
que ſtions 


me _ 
\ F 


- \ DO 
—— 7 * 
n 5 

o 


— 


| The Heavenly Frotman. 

queſtions about ſome nice fooliſh curioſities, thow 
mayſt tumble and fall, as many hundreds im 
England have done, both in ranting and quake* iy fe 
ry to their own eternal overthrow, without the 
marvellous operation of God's grace be ſuddenly 
ſtretched forth to bring them back again. Take 
heed therefore, follow not that proud lofty ſpirit, 
that, devil-like, cannot be content with his own 
ſtation. David was of an excellent ſpirit, where 
he ſaith, Lord, my heart is not haughty, nor 
mine eyes loſty, neither do J exerciſe myſelf in 
great matters, or things too high for me. Surely 
TI have behaved and quieted myſelt as a child that 
is weaned of his mother: My ſoul is even as& 
weaned child, Do thou ſo run. | * 


The ſixth dire&ion, 


Take heed that you have not an ear open to es 
-very one that calleth after you as you are in your 
journey. Men that run, you know, if any do 
call after them, ſaying, 1 would ſpeak with you, 
or go not too faſt, and you fhall have my compa» 

ny with you, if they run for ſome great matter, 
 _® they uſe to ſay, alas, I cannot Ray, 1am in haſte, 
_— pray talk not to me now : neither can I ſtay for 
| you, I.am running for a wager: If I win I am 
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made, | 
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made, if I loſe 1 am undone, and therefore bin» 
der me not. Thus wiſe are men when they run 
for corruptible things, and thus ſhouldſt thou 
do, and thou haſt more cauſe to do ſo than they, 
foraſmuch as they · run but tor things that laſt 
not, but thou for an incorruptible glory. I give 
thee notice of this betimes, knowing that thou 
ſhalt have enough call after thee, even the devil, | 
ſin, this world, vain company, pleaſures, pro- : 
fits, eſteem among men, eale, pomp, pride, to- 
gether with an innumerable company, of ſuch 
companions jz one crying, ſtay for me; the other 
ſaying, Do not leave me behind; a third ſaying, 
And take me along with you, What, will you 

„ faith the devil, without your fins, pleaſures, 
and profits? Are you ſo haſty? Can you not 
ſtay and take thoſe along with you? Will you 
leave your friends and companions behind you? 
Can you. not do as your neighbours do, carry the 
world, fin, luſt, pleaſure, profit, eſteem among b 
men, along with you ? Have a care thou do not 
let thine ear now be open tg, the tempting, enti - 
eing. alluring, and ſoul intangling flatteries of 
ſuch ſink · ſouls as theſe are. My ſon, faith Solo · 
mon, if finners entice thee, conſent thou not. 


-- 


You 


—_ 9 and, A =_ 
— — F \ 
4 LE 77 
— — © 
— — * 1 1 _ 
— * 


— oil. 
4 aakd 2 
FI N 


_— 


R — c 


„ — — 


36 The Heavenly Forman, 
"Yon know what it coſt the young man which 
Solomon ſpeaks of in the 7th of the Proverbs, 
that was enticed by a harlot, With much fair 
ſpeech ſhe won him, and cauſed him to meld, 
with the flattering of her lips ſhe forced him, ul 
he went after her as an ox to the flaughter, or as 
a fool to the correction of the ſtocks ; even tÞ 


far, till the dart ſtruck through his liver, and 


knew not that it was för his life. Hearken unto 
me now therefore, ſaith he, O ye children, and 
attend to the words of my mouth, let not thine 
heart decline to her ways, go not aſtray in her 


paths, for ſhe hath caſt down many vwounded, 


yea, many ſtrong men have been Jain, (that is, 


kept out of heaven); by her houſe is, the way to 


dell, going down te the chambers of death. Soul, 
take this counſel, and ſay, Satan, fin, luſt, pleas: 
ſure, profit, pride, friends, companions, . 
very thing elſe, let me alone, ſand. off, .cotae cotne 
not nigh me, for I am running for . i 


wy ſoul, for God, for Chriſt, from bell and ever- \ 
| laſting damnation ; if I win, I win all, ande if 4+ 


loſe, I loſe all: let me alone, for I will not hear. 
80 run. " | f: f ö 


— 
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1 he ſeventh direction. "3 Þ 387 


In the next place, be not daupted though hop 


-meeteſt with never ſo many diſcouragements in thy 


journey thither. That man that is reſolved for 
heaven, if Satan cannot win him by flatteries, he 
will endeavour to weaken him by diſcourage- 
ments; ſaying, thou art a ſinner, thou halt broke 
God's law, thou art not elected, thou comeſt too 
late, the day of grace is paſt, God doth not care 
for thee, thy heart is navgbt, thou art lazy, with 


a hundred other diſcouraging ſuggeſtions. . And 


thus it was with David, where he ſaith, I had 


kindneſs of the Lord in the land of the living. 
As if be ſhould ſay, the devil did ſo. rage, and 
wy heart was ſo baſe, that had I judged accotd- 
ing to my own ſenſe and feeling, I had been ab- 
ſolutely diſtracted; but I truſted to Chriſt in the 
promiſe, and looked that God would be as good 
as his*promiſe, in having mercy upon me, an un · 
worthy ſinner; and this is that which eneourag- 
ed me, and kept me from fainting, ' And thus 
muſt thou do when Satan, or the law, or thy own 
conſcience, do go about to diſhearten thee, either 
* the greatneſs of thy ſins, the wickedneſs of 


D thy 


fainted, unleſs I had believed to ſee the loving- 


Bu 
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thy heart, the tediouineſs of the way, the loſs of 
outward enjoyments, the hatred that thou wilt 
procure from the world, or the like; then thou 
muſt encourage thyſelf with the freeneſs of tlie 


-promiſes, the tender heartedneſs of Chriit, the me> | 


rits of his blood, the freeneſs of his invitations: to 
come in, the greatneſs of the fin of others that 
have been pardoned, and that the ſame God, 
throvgh the fame Chriſt, holdeth forth the ſame 
grace as free as ever. If theſe be not thy medi- 
tations, thou wilt draw very heavily in, the way 
ro heaven, if thou do not give up all for loſt, and 
fo knock off from following any farther z there 
fore, 1 ſay, take heart in thy journey, and ſay 


ro them that ſeek thy deſitudiop, Rejoice not a- 


gainſt me, O my enemy, for when I fall I ſhall 
ariſe, when 1 fit in darkneſs the, Lorg . ve” 2 
Tight unto me. 80 run. 


The 6ighth direQion, | 


Take ed of being offended at os od es 
thou muſt go by before thou 'dbmie_ tb Heaven. 


You muſt; underſtand {as I have ahesdy tovebe u) | 


that there is no man that goeth to heaven but he 
mult go by the croſs, The croſs is the ſtanding 


way-mark by which all they that go to glory 
mult paſs. 


We 
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We muſt through much tribulation enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. Yea, and alt that will 
live goaly in Chriſt Jeſas ſhall ſuffer perſecution. 
If thou art in the way to the kingdom, my life 
for: thine thou wilt come at the croſs ſhortly, (the 
Lord grant thou dot not ſhrink at it, fo as to 
turn thee back again). If any man will come af- 
ter me, faith Chris, let him deny himſelf; and 
take up his croſs- daily, and follow me, The 
erols it ſtands, and kath food, from the begin« 
ping, as 2 way-mark to the kingdom of heavery 
You know, if one aſk. you: the way to fuch and 
ſach a place, you, for the better direftion, 
dd net only ſay, this is the way, but then 
alſo ſay, you-muſt go by ſuch a gate, by fach = 
flile, ſuch a bulk; tree, bridge, or ſuch lite 
Why ſoiit-is here; art thou inquiring he way to 
heaven? Why 1 tell thee Chriſt is the way; into 


him thou muſt get, into his righteogſnek, to be 


juſtified ; and if thou art in bim, tbau wilt pre- 


ſently ſee the croſe thou mult gu claſe by it, thou 


mult. touch it, hay, thou malt take it up, or elſe 
hou, wilt quickly. go aut of the wap that leads to 


Heavens. and turn up ſome of thoſe erooked lanes 


lend down to the chambers of dest. 
gnolg' ©, D-g: * Now 
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Now thou mayſt know the eb * theſe fix. 
iN * | 
| „ 
- 2, It is known in the dofrine of jallißcation. 
2, In the doQtrine of mortification. 3. Ia the 
doctrine of perſeverance. 4. In ſeif-denial, 5, 
Patience. 6. Arn with poor ſaints. 


In the doctrine of jaſtiication * is ®- 
| 3 deal of the croſs in that; a man is forced to 
luffer the deſtruction of his own righteouſneſs for 
the righteouſneſs of another. This is no eaſy 
matter for a man to do; I aſſure you it ſtretch» 
eth every vein in his heart, before he will” bz 
brought to yield to it. What for a man to de- 
ny, reject; abhor, and throw away all his pray- 
ers, tears, alms, keeping of ſabbaths, bearing, 
reading. with the reſt, in the point of juſtincati- 
on, and to count them accurſed ; and to be wil. 
Jing, in the very midſt of the ts of bis tins, 
to throw himſelf wholly upon the righteovſteſs 
and obedience of another man, abhorring his 
'own, counting it as deadly ſin, as the open breach 
of the law: 1 lay, to do this in deed and in trutł, 
* 85 5 ia 


The Heavenly Feotman. 4+ 
is the biggelt piece of the croſs: and therefore 


Paul calleth the very thing a ſafferiag'; where he 
faith, And I have fuffered the lofs of all things 


(which principally was his righteouſneſs} that 1 


might win Chriſt, and be found in him, not have 
og (but rejecting) my own righteouſneſs, That 


ol tho firſt. 


2. In the doctrine of mortification is alſo 
much of the croſs, Is ir nothing for 4 man to 


"lay hands on his vile opinions, en his vile fins, 
J of his boſom fins, of his beloved, pleaſanc, darling 
fins, thar ſtiek as cloſe to him as the fleſh flicks to 


the bones? What, to foſe all theſe brave things 
that my eyes dehold, for that which I never ſaw 
with my eyes? What, to loſe my pride, my eo- 
vetoulneſs, my vain company, fports and plea- 


ſaves, and the reſt 7 I: telt you this is no eafy 


matter; if it were, what need all thoſe prayers, 
fghs, 8 ? Whzt need we be ſo back- 


ward to it 2 Nay, do yon not fee, that ſome men, 
before they will ſet abonr this work they will even 
 Yentore the loſs of theie ſouls, Heaven, God, 
, Chriſt, and all ? What means-elfe all thoſe de- 
Jays and put offs, ſojing, Stay a little longer; I 
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am loth to leave my fins while I am fo young. 


and in health ? Again, what is the reaſon elſe 
that others do it fo by the halves, coldly and ſele: 
Com, notwithſtanding they are convinced over. 
and over; nay, and alſo promiſe to amen, 


and yet all's in vain ? I will aſſure you, to to cut o 
right hands, and to pluck out right eyes, is a 


pleaſure to > the Tell. | 
F 

3. The doctrine of wits is alſo croſs 
.to'the'fi:ſh; which is not only to begin but to 
hold out, not only to bid fair, and to ſay, Would 1 
had heaven, but ſo to know Chriſt, to put 
on Chriſt, and walk with Chriſt ſo as to come to 
heaven. . Indeed it is no great matter to begin.to 
-.Jook for heaven, to begin to ſeck the Lord, to be- 
gin to ſhun fin ; O but it is a very great matter to 
continue with God's s approbation ! My ſervant 
Caleb, faith God, is a man of another ſpirit, he 
Bath followed me (followed me always, he bath 


continusliy followed me) fully, be hai pole 


the land. Almoſt all the many thdofidie' of the 


children of Iſrael in their generation, ten ſhore of” 


perſeyerarice when they walked from Egypt to- 


wards the land of Canaan. Indeed they vent to⸗ 
work at firſt pretty 9 but they mere very” 


mort 
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ſuort · winded, they were quickly ont of breath, 
and in their hearts theꝝ turned back again to Ee 


| "wy 
* 7 VE, $454 *. | 9 75 4 p ok 1 * | 5 
Ie is an eaſy matter for a man to run hard for 


aſpurt, for a furlong, for a mile or two: O0, but 
to bold out for a hundred, for a thouſand, for ten 
thouſand” miles, that man that doth this, he 
muſt look to meet with croſs pain, and weatl- 


ſomeneſs to the fleſh, eſpecially if as be goeth' be 
meeteth with briars and quagmires, and other- 
incumbrances, that make his journey ſo much the 


LT : * ; 


. Nay, do You-got ſee with your eyes daily, that 
perſeverance is a very great part of the croſs ?- 
why elſe do men» ſo ſoon grow weary ? I could 
point out many, that after they have followed 
the ways of God about a twelvemonth, others it” 


may be two, three, os four (ſome more, and. 


forme leſs) years, they have been deat” out of wind, 
haye taken pp, their lodging and reſt before they 
have got half way'to heaven, ſome in this, ſome - 
in that ſin; and have ſecretly, nay, ſometimes o- 
penly ſaid, the way is- too firait, the race too 
the religion too holy, and * hed out, 
1 bach no farther, bo 
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And fo likewife of the other three, (to with, 
patience, felf-denial, commusion aud comin: 
nication with and to the poor ſaints: How hard ard 
theſe things ? It is an eaſy matter to deny an 
other man, but it is not ſs eaſy a matter to deny 
one 's ſelf ; to deny myſelf out of love to God As © 
'xoſpel, to his ſaints, of this- advantage, and of 
chat gain; nay, of that which otherwiſe 1 might 
lawfully do, were it nat for offending them. 
That ſcripture is but ſeldom read, ſeldomer put 
jo gractice, which faith, I will gat no-fleſk while 
the world llandeth, if it make my brother to-6fy 
fend ;. again, We that are ſtrong ought to- bear 
the' iofirmicies of the weak, and not to pleaſe our 
ſelves, - But bow froward, bow haſty, how pes 
viſh and ſell · reſolved are ibe generality of profef- 
ſore at this day Ale how little confideringrhe 
poor, unleſe it be to ſay, Be thou warmed aud 
filled | But to give is a ſeldom work; alio eſpgriat 
Ady to give to any poor: F tell you. all things are 
but a watchiub eye over the fleſh, aod alſb ſome 
<onkidorable mæaſure of firength againſt it/ he 
ball ſnd lis heart in theſe things libe unte a 
dating horſs,. that is rid without à curbing 
| TR ready to ſtart at every thing chat is f- 
r ſenſine 
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offenſive to him; yea, and ready to run away 
ander e the rider can. | 


fs 11 is the croſs which keepeth thoſe that-are kept 
tom heaven. I am perſuaded, were it- not fob 


the croſs, where we have one profeſſor we ſhould 
have twenty; but this I n it _ ſpoil 


W. 


+ 'S 


Gated men, as I (aid 8 when they come: 
at the croſs they can go no further, but back a- 


gain to their fias they muſt go. Others they, 
- Ramble at it, and break their necks; others a 


Bain. when they ſee the croſs is approaching, 


they turn aſide to the left hand, or to the right 


hand, and fo think to get beaven another way 
but they will be deceived. For all that will live 


- godly in Chriſt Jeſas, mark, ſhall be ſore to ſuffer 
- perſecution. There are but few when they come 


at the croſs, cry, - Welcome croſs, as. fome of the 
martyrs did to the Rake they. were burned at.: 


Therefore; if von meet with the .croſs in thy 
Journey; int what manner ſoever it be, be net 
- Gavnted, and ſay, Alas, what ſhall 1 do now ! 
But rather take courage, knowing, that by the 


ON way to the kingdom, Can a man be- 
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wilt go ſafe to heaven. 


„Ae Heavenly: Beese 
believe in Chriſt. and not be hated by the devit? 
Can he make a proſeſſion of this Chriſt, and that 


| ſwectly and convincingly, and the children af 


datan hold their tongue ? or the devil eadute that 
Chriſt. Jeſus ſhould be honoured both by faith 
and a heavenly converſation, and let that ſoul a. 
lone at quiet? Did ꝓou never read, that the dra» 
gon perſecuted the woman? And that Christ 
ſaith, Ia the world you ſhall have tribulation? 


eee ieee 
beg of Gd that be would 2 theſe two things 
for thee : Firſt, Enlighten thine underſtanding : 1 
And, ſecondly, Inflame thy will. Il theſe two 
be but eee done, there i is no fear but .thoy 


1 + *C; 
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one of the g eat reaſors why men n and women 
do fo little regard the other world, it tis, 5 8 
they fee ſo little of it: And the = . * they 
ee ſo little of it is, becauſe they bar; L heir un · 


derſtandiog darkened: and therefore, { Caith Paul 
Do bot you believers walk as do other Gentile, 


even in the vanity of their minds, having their ; 


vnderſtanding darkened, being affenzted frog 
f the lire of God through the — (or fool 


neſs 


7 Y '» 9 WW ho WO 


v- 00 THR 


— Y F— NY MWD 


The Hravenly- Fratinbin, 4 


nels) that is in them, becauſe of the blind - 
neſt of their heart; Walk not as thoſe, run not 


wich them: alas, poor ſou's, they have their un- 
derſtandings darkened, their hearts blinded, and 
that is the reaſon, they have fuch undervaluing 
thoughts of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the fal- 
vatlon of their ſouls,” For when- men do come 
to ſee the things of another world, what a God, 
what a Chriſt, what a heaven, and what an e- 
ternal glory there is to be enjoyed; alſo when 
they ſee that it is poſſible for them to have a 
ſhare in it, I tell you it will make them run 
through thick and thin to enjoy it. Moſes, hav- 
ing a fight of this, becauſe his underftanding was 


enlightened. he feared not the wrath of the king, 
but "choſe rather to ſuffer afflictions with the peo- 


ple of God, than to er joy the plea ſures of fin for 
a ſeaſon, He refuſed to be called the ſon of the 
King's davghter ; accounting it wonderful richey 


to be accounted worthy of ſo much as to ſuffer 
for Kine bent the poor deſpiſed Taints, ; and 


that was becauſe be ſaw him who was inviſible, 
and 15 1 reſpert unto the recompence of reward, 
And this i is ; That which the apoſtle uſually prayeth 
for | In bis epiſtles for the ſaints, namely, That 


a, might- know wane ! is the hope ot God's call» * 
ing, 
'T v4 * 
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ing, and the riches of the glory of his „n- 


tance in the ſaints; and that they might be able 


to comprehend with all ſaints, what is the breadth, o 
and length, and depth, and know the love of 


, Chriſt, which paſſeth knowtedge. Pray therefore 
that God would enlighteu thy *underftandiog ; 
chat will be a very great help unto thee, It will 

make thee endure many a hard brunt for Chriſt 


as Paul ſaith, Aſter you were illuminated, ye en- 


dured a great: fight of a fflictions . Vou took joy- 
fully the fpoiling of your goods, knowing in your- 
ſelves that ye have in heaven a better and an en- 


during ſubſtance. If there be never ſuch a rare 


jewel lying joſt in a man's way, yet if he ſees it 
not, he vill rather trample upou it than ſtoop for 
it, and it is becauſe he ſees it not, Why, ſo it ie 
here, though heaven be worth never ſo much, 
and thou haſt never-ſo much need of it, yet if 
thou ſee-it not, that is, have not thy underſtand» 
ing opened or enlightened to ſee, thou wilt not 
_ regard at all: therefore cry to the Lord for en- 
lightning grace and fay, Lord, open my blind 
eyes; ; Lord, take the vail off my dark heart, ſhe w 
me the things of the other world, and let me ſee 
the ſweetneſs, glory, and excellency of them for 
Chriſt his lake. This the firſt, | A 
; The 
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The tenth direction. 


10 0 to G0 that he 0s inflame thy will 10 


with the toings of the other world, 

when a man's will is fu)ly ſet to do Gibb — 
a thing, then it muſt be a very hard matter that 
ſhall binder that man from bringing abeut his 


end. When Paul's will was ſet reſolvedly to go 
to Jeruſalem, (tho' it was ſignified to him be- 


fore, what he ſhould ſuffer), he was not daunt · 
ed at all; nay, ſaith he, I am ready, (or willing) 
not only to be bound, but alſo to die at Jeruſalem 
for the name of the Lord Jeſus. | His will was in» 
flamed with love to Chriſt ; and therefore all the 
perſuaſions that could be uſed . nothing 


ar all. 


Your ſelf. willed peaple no body knows what to 
do with them; we uſe to ſay, He will have his 
own will, do all what you can, Indeed to have 
ſuch a will for heaven, is an admirable advan- 


tage to à man that undertaketh a race thither; a 
man that is reſolved, and hath his will fixed; faith 


de, I will do my beſt to ad n * vill 
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do my worſt to hinder my enemies; I will not 
give out as long as I can ſtand ; 1 will have it or 
I will Icſe my life ; though be ſlay me yet will I 
wolt in him, I will not let thee go except thou 
biet me. 1 will, I will, I will, © this bleſſed en- 
flamed will for heaven! What is it like? If 2 
man be willing, then any argument ſhall be mat 
ter of encouragement ; but if oowilling, then any 
argument ſhall give diſcouragement ; this is ſeen 
bath in ſuints and ſinners; in them that are the 
children of God, 2 


of the devil. As, h 


- 1. The faints of old, they being willing and 
refolred' for heaven, what could ſtop them: 
Could fire and fap got, fword or halter, ftinking 
dungeons, whips, bears, bulls, lions, cruel rack 
ings, ſtoning, ſtarving, nakedneſs, &c. and in 
thraagh bim that loved them; wo had ale 
— inthe day of — 


m_— . 
of the devil, becauſe they are not willing, how 
many ſhifts and farting-botes they will hae. 1 
have married a wife, I have a farm, I ſhalt 
my landlord, I ſhall offend my maſter, I 


loſe 
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loſe my trading, | ſhall loſe my pride, my plea» 
fures, I th ul be mocked and ſcoifed, therefore L 
dare not come. I, ſaith another, will Ray till 1 
am older, till my children are out, wil I am got 


a little aforehand in the world, till 1 bave done, 


this and that, and the other buſineſs but alas, 
the thing is, they are not willing : for, were 
they but ſoundly willing, theſe and a thouſand 
ſuch as theſe, would hold then no faſter than the 
cords held Samſon, when he broke them like 
burat flax. I tell you the wilt is ail ; that is- one 


of the chict things which turus the wheel tither 


backwards or forwards; and God knowcth that 
full well, and ſo kikewife doth the devil; and 


there fore they both cadcavour very muck to 


ſtrengthen the will of their ſervants: God, be is for 


making of his a willing people to ſerve him; and 


the devil, be doch what be can to polcls 
the willi and «fiction of tho that are 
his with love to fa; amd therefore when Chit 
comes clok to the matter, indeed, faith he» 
Len will not come to me. How oben would 1 
have gathered you as a hen doch her cnickeas, but 
you monli nor. The devil aach poficffed their 
| ſo ang he was ſure xnca>h of them. 
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o therefore cry hard to God to enflame thy _ 
for heaven and Chriſt; thy will, 1 ſay, if that be 
rightly ſet for heaven, thou wilt not be beat off 
with diſcouragements ; and this was the reaſon 
that when Jacob wreſtled with the angel, though 
he loſt a limb, as it were, and the hollow of his 
thigh was put out of joint as be wreſtled with' 
him, yet ſaith be, I will not, mark, I will not 
let thee go, except thou bleſs me. Get thy with 
Lipt with the heavenly grace, and reſolution a- 
gainſt all diſcouragements, and then thou goeſt 
full ſpeed for heaven; but if thou faviter in thy 
will, and be not ſound there, thov wilt run hob- - 
liag and halting all the way thou runneſt, atd al- 
ſo to be ſure wilt fall ſhort at laſt. The Lord 
give thee a will and courage. © | 


Thus have 1 done with directing thee how to 
run to the kingdom; be ſure thou keep in memos 
ry what I have ſaid unto thee, leſt thou loſe thy. 
' way, But becauſe I would have. thee think. of 
them, n nen 


* 


1. Get inte the way. 2, Then Audy dc. 
3. Then ſtrip, and lay aſide every thing e 
would binder, 4. Beware of by- paths. go _ 


* 
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not gaze and flare too much about thee; but be 
ſure to ponder the paths of thy feet; - 6 Do not 
ſtap for any that call after thee, whether it be 
end. the fle(b, or the, devil ; for all. theſe 
Wl hi ader thy journey, if pofible. -7, te not 
dangzed with, any diicovragements. thoo meeteſt 
with as thou goelt, 8. Take heed of tumbling 
at the croſs. 9. Cry hard, ta Gqd for an en- 
lightened heart, and a willing mind, and God 


G eds wh iatd 


"Yet befare 1 0 quite take. my pave of thee, ler 
me give thee 2 few motives along with thee, Ic 
may be they will be as good as A pairfof ſpurs to 
prick on thy. lumpiſh heart ia this rich j Journey, 


r 


? T be ert a. 


Conſider: there i is no way but this, thou moſt, 
either win or loſe, If thou winneſt, then heaven, 
God, Chtiſt/ gloty, eaſe, peace, life, yea, life 4 


ternal, is thine'; thou ſhalt be made equal to the 


angels in Mivef”; thou ſhalt förkow no more, 


fig! no mots, feel no more pain; thou ſhalt be 


out of the reach of fin, hell, death, the devil, che 
grave, and whatever elle mah endeayour thy” 


hüte? bot contrariwiſe, and if thou Toſe, then 
5 21. | thy » 
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57 75. Heavenly Footman. 
thy loſs is heaven, glory, God, Chriſt, eaſes; 
peace, and whatever elſe which tendeth to make 
eternity comfortable to the ſaints ; beſides, thou; 
procureſt eternal death, ſorrow,” pain, blackneſs. | 
and darkneſs, 'tcllowſhip with devils, together 
with che everlaſting damnation of thy o ſoul, 


Wy The fecond motive. nnen 
5d bd T7 

Wade * this devil, this bell, Jeath- an 
damnation, followeth after thee as hard as they 
can drive, and have their commiſſion ſo to do by 
the law, againſt which thou halt finned; and 
therefore fe for the Lord's ſake make _ | 


. 
4 . 4 
- 


| The third motive, 


If they ſeize upon * before thou get to the 
city of refuge, they will put an everlaſting ſtop 10 
thy journey. This alſo cries, Run, for i it. > 
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' Know alſo, that gow " heaven-gates, the heart of 
, Cri, with his arms,” are wide open to receive 
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the devil — after to deſtrey, aud that 


- Chriſt. ſtandeth open: armed to receive, ſhould 


make;thee reach out and fly with, all ** and 
ſpeed !+, And, therefore, 
Men: Fete wings * 

«log 174 The fifth motive. | 


Keep thine eyes upoa the prize be ſure that 
thy eyes be continually upon. the profit thou. art 


like to get. The.reaſpn, why meg are ſo apt to 
faint in their race for heaven, it. lieth chiefly in 


pe hes two things: 


1. | They do not ſeriouſly confider the worth 


of the prize :. or elſe if they do, they are afraid 


it is too good for them; but moſt loſe heaven for 
want of confideriog the prize and the worth of it. 
Ang therefore, that thou mayſt not do the like, 
keep thy eye much upon the excellency, the 


ſweetneſs, the beauty, the comfort, the peace, 
that is to be bad there by. thoſe that win the 


prise. This was that which made the apoſtle 
run through any thing ; : good report, evil report, 


perſeeution, affliction. hunger, nakedneſs, peril 


by ſea, and peril by land, bonds and impriſon» 


1 Alſo it made others endure to be ſtoned, 
n aſunder, to have their eyes bored out with 


augers. 
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16 The Hievenly | Footman. 

augert, their bodies bruiled on gridirans, their 

tongues ent out of their mouths, boiled in caul- el 
drons, thrown to the wild beaſts, burned at the oY 


ſake, whipped at poſts, and a- thovſand other 
ſearſul torments, while they looked not at the 
things that are ſeen, (as the things of this world),. 
but at the things that are not ſeen : for the things 
which are ſeen are temporal ; but the things. F 
which are not ſeen are eternal. 0 this word e 


ternal, that was it that made them, that when ; 
they might have had” deliverance; they woutd 0 
not accept of it for they new in the world wo r 
come they ſbould bave « better relurrectian. 52 q 

2. And do not let the thonghts of the rart- ; 


neſs of the place make thee ſay in thy heart, 


T his | is too good for me; for I tell thee, heaven. * 
is prepared for whoſotver' will accept of it, adT- g | 
they ſhall be entertained with hearty good wel” l 


come. Conſider therefore, that As, bad as, don : 
have got thither ; z. thither went fcrybþed. 9 8 


\ 
ly Lazarus, &c. Nay, it is prepared f or the. \ 
poor : Hearken, my beloved _ brethren, ICaith., 0 

0 
J 


James, take notice of it, hath not God choſen, 
the poor of this world rich in N ang heirs of. 


65 3 N50 5 183 „e 
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| The Heavenly Footman. 37 
the Kingdom? Therefore take heart and run, man. 
n 21 

TPrbe fixth motive, 


Think much of them that are gone before: 
Firſt, How really they got into the kingdom. Se- 
condly, How ſafe they are in the arms of Jeſus 7 
would they be here again for a thoufand worlds? 


Or it they were, would they be afraid that God 


would not make them welcome ? Thirdly, What 
they would judge of thee if they knew thy heart 
began to allure thee, and to perſuade thee to ſtop 


thy race; would they not call thee a thouſand' 


fools ? and ſay, O, that he did but ſee what we 
ſee, feel what we feel, and taſte of the dainties 
that we taſte of ! O, if ie were one quarter of an 


hour to behold, to ſee, to feel, to taſte and en- 
joy, but the thouſandth part of what we enjoy, 


What would he do? What would be ſoffer ? 
What would he leave undone ?* would he favour 
fin ? Would he love this world below? Would he 


de afraid of friends, or ſhrink at the moſt fearful 


threatnings that the greateſt tyrants could invent 
to Five him ? Nay, thoſe who have had but a 
ſight of theſe things by faith, when they have 

been 


398. The Heavenly Feat man. 

been as far off fron them as heaven from earth, 
yet they have been able to ſay with a comfortable 
and merry heart, as the bird that ſings in the 
ſpring, That this and more ſhall not ſtop them 
from running to heaven, Sometimes, when my 
baſe heart hath, been inclined to this world, and 
to loiter in my journey towards beaven, the very, 
conſideration of the glorious ſaigts and angels in 
heaven, what they enjoy, and what low thoughts 
they have of the things of this world together, 
how they. would befool me, if they did but know, 
that my heart was drawing back, hath cauſed. me, 
to ruſh forward, to diſdain theſe poor, low, emp- 


ty, beggarly things, and to ſay to my ſoul, "Come, 


ſoul, let, us. not be weary ; let us ſee what this 
heaven is; Jet us even venture all for it, and try 


it that. will quit the cot, Surely, Abraham, | 
David. Paul, and the reſt of the ſaints of "God, | 
were as wiſe as any ore now, and yet they loft alr 


tor this glorious kingdom. O therefore, throw 
away Ripkiog luſts, follow after righteouſneſs, love 
the Lord Jeſus, devote thyſelf vato«bis: fear, Fit 


| warrant thee he will give thee a goodly recome + 


pence, Reader, what fayt thou to this? Art 
thou reſolved to follow me ? E Nay, reſolve if thou 
| n 


The Heaveniy Footman. 59 1 

eanſt to get before me. 80 run, that ye may ©: 
h. obtain. 4 
he Phe feventh motive. | : 
a. NI: : os Hil. | = 
ny To encourage thee a little farther, ſet to the 1 
ad work, and when thou baſt run thyſelf down 3 
ak cl weary, then the Lord Jeſus will take thee vp, | 1 
Fr and carry thee : Is not this enough to-make any 1 
Wo, poor foul begin his race? Thou (perhaps) erieſt, | 
e, O but, I am feeble, I am lame, &c. well but 1 
„ MW Chriſt hath a boſom; conſider, therefate,. when $ 
my thou haſt run thyſelf dawn; weary, he will por | 1 
Pa, thee in his boſom: He ſhall gather the lambs 1 
hee, with his arms, and carry them in his boſom, and 3 
oY ſhall gently lead thoſe that are with young, This | 4 
"8 is the way that fathers. take to encaurage their A 
Th children, ſaying, Run, ſweet babe, till thow- | 1 ; 
an et weary, and then L will take thee up and earry | _— 
me! thee, , He; will gather his lambs with his arms, _- 
F4 and carey chem in his boſom : When they are 3 
Fit - n * ſhall ride. 
FH 1k 72 The cighth motive. 
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Or elſe he will convey new krength from hea - 
ven 


60 The Heavenly Frotman. 

heaven into any ſoul, which will be as well. The 
youths ſhall faint and be weary, and the young 
men ſhall utterly fail ; but they that wait upon 
the Lord ſhall renew their ſtrength; they ſhall 
mount up with wings like eagles, they ſhall run 


and not be weary, they ſhall walk and not be 


faint. What ſhall I ſay beſides what hath already 
been ſaid ? Thon ſhaft have good and eaſy lodg- 
ing. good and wholſome diet, the boſom of -Chriſt 
to lie in, the joys of heaven to feed on. Shall T 
ſpeak of the ſatiety and of the duration of all 
theſe ? Verily to deſcribe them to the height i is a 
work too hard for me to do. 


The aint motive. 


Again, . the very induſtry of the devil, 
and the induſtry of his ſervants, - &. ſhould 
make you that have a deſire to heaven and hap · 
pineſs to run apa ce. Why, the devil, he will 
Joſe no time, ſpare no pains, alſo neither will his 
ſervants, both to ſeek the deſtruction of them- 


ſelves and others; and ſhall not we be as'indu- 


ſtrious for our own ſalvation ? © Shall the world 
venture the damnation of their ſouls for a poor 


| corrvptible 


devil, 
zould 
haps» 


indu - 


vor ld 
poor 
tible 
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| corrupiible crown ; and ſhall not we venture the 

| "loſs of a few trifles for ah eternal crown ? Shall 
(they. venture the loſs of eternal friends, as God 
.to love, Chriſt to redeem, the Holy Spirit to com- 
tors, heaven for habitation, ſaints and angels for 

company, and all this to get and bold com- 

munion with fin; and this world, and a few baſe, - 

k drunken, ſwearing, lying, covetous wretches, like 
themſelves ? And ſhall not we labour as hard, 

run as faſt, ſeek as diligently, nay, a hundred 

| times more diligently, for the company of theſe 

| glorious. eternal friends, though with the loſs of 
ſuch as theſe, nay, with the loſs of ten thouſand 
times better than theſe poor, low, baſe, contempti- 
ble things ? Shall it be ſaid at the laſt day, That 
wicked men made more haſte to hell, than you 

did make to heaven? That they ſpent more 


6: 


hours, days, and that early and late, for hell, 
than you ſpent for that which is ten thouſand 


thouſandtot thouſand times better? O let it not be 
1 dot run with all men and main. 


r e gin! 


Daus you ſee 1 dies here Forte lonerhiag, | 


>'1though but little. Now I ſhall come to make 
W and application of what bath been ſaid, 


and © conclude, 


F 


The 


11 
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62 | The Bearenly J cotmant. 
The firſt uſe, 


You ſee bere, that he that will go to heaven, be 
muſt run for it ; yea, and not only run, but ſo 


run, that is, (as I have ſaid), to run earneſtly; to 


run continually, to ſtrip off every thing that 
would hinder in bis race with the reſt, Well 


then, do you fo run 


% 


1. And cow let vs examine a little, Art thou 
got into the right way ? Art thou in Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs ? Do not ſay yes in thy heart, when 
in truth there is no fuch matter. It is a danger- 


ous thing, you know, for a man to think he is in 


the right way, when he is in the wrong. It is the 
next way for him to loſe his way, and not only 
ſo, but if he run for heaven, as thou ſayeſt thou 
doſt, even to loſe that too, O this is the miſery 
of moſt men, to perſuade themſelves that they 

run right, when they never had one foot in the 0 


way ! The Lord give thee underſtanding here, or 


elſe thou art undone for ever. Prithee, ſoul, 
ſearch when was it thou turned out of thy fins 
and righteouſneſs into the righteouſneſs df Jeſos 
Chrilt, I fay, doſt thou ſee thyſelf in him? And 


o 


e Heavenly Foot man. 
is he more precious to thee than the whole world? 
s thy mind muſtag on him? Dod thou count his 
company more precious than the whole world ? 


Doſt thou coant all things but poor, lifeleſs, 
empty, vain things, without co nuunion with 
him? Doth his company ſweeten all things? and 


his abſenze inbitter all things! ? Saul, 1 veſeech 


thee be ſerious, aud lay it to heart, and do not 


take things of ſuch weighty concernment as the 
ſalvation or damnation of thy ſoul, without good 


ground, 


2. Axt thou unladen of the things of this 


| worl4, as pride, pleaſures, profits, laſts, vant- 


tics ?- What! doſt thou think to rua faſt enough 
with the world, thy fins and laſts, in thy heart? 
I tell. thee, ſoul, they that have laid all aſi le, 


every weight, every fin, and are 'got into the 


-pimbleſt paſture, they find work enough to run: 


fo to run as to hold out. 


£ . To: run through all that oppoſition, all eds 
jollles, all theſe rubs, over all the Rumbliag- 
_ blocks, over all the ſnafes, from all the intatigle- 
" ments, that the devil, fia, the world, and their 


| own hearts, lay before them; [I tell thee, if tho! 
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| 6g The Heavenly Footman, 
ort going heavenward, thou wilt find it no ſmall 


or eaſy matter. Art thou therefore diſcharged 
and unladen of theſe things? Never talk of going 
th heaven if thou art not. It is ta be feared thou 
wilt be found among the many that will ſeek to 


enter in, and ſhall not be able. 


The ſecond uſe. 
1 

If ſo, then in the next place, what will become 
of them that are grown weary before they are got 
half way tbither? Why, man, it is he that 
holdeth out to the end that muſt be ſaved; it is 
he that overcometh that ſhall inherit all things; 
it is not every one that begins, Agrippa gave a 
fair ſtep for a ſudden, he ſteps almoſt into the bo+ 
ſom of Chriſt in lefs than half an hour, Thou 


(faith he to Paul) baſt almoſt perſuaded me to be 
2 Chriſtian, Ah! but it was but almoſt; and ſo 


he had as good been never a whit; he ſlept fair 


indeed, but yet he ſtopt ſhort ; he was hot while 


he was at it, but he was quickly out of wind, O 
this brit almoſt 1 I tell you, this but almoſt; it 
Joſt his ſoul, Methinks I have ſeen ſomething 
how theſe poor wretches that get but almoſt to 
heaven, how fearfully their almoſt, and their 
but 
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| The Heavenly Footman. 43 ye 
but almoſt, will torment them in hell: when the 
hall ery out in the- bitterneſs of their ſouls, ſay- © 


ing. almoſt a Chriſtian. E was almoſt got into 


mne kingdom, almoſt out of the hands of the 


devil, almoſt out of my fins, almoſt from under 
the curſe of God; almoſt, and that was all, al- 
raolt; but not altogether. O that I-ſhonld be al- 


| moſt at heaven, and ſhould not go quite through! 


Friend, it is a ſad thing to fit down before we are 
in h:aven, and to grow weary before we come to 
the place of reſt; and if it ſhould be thy caſe, I 
am ſure thou doſt not ſo run as to obtain. But 


».>- % 


| The thied ule, 


1 the next place, What n will become 
of them that ſome time fince were ruaning poſts 
haſte to heaven, (inſomuch that they ſeemed to 
qutritcip many); but now are running as faſt back 


again d De you think thoſe will ever come thither :? 
What, to run back again to ſia, to the world, to 
the devil, back again to the luſt of the f1:1h? Oh! 

Ix had been better for them- not to have known. 
the way of righteouſneſs, than after they have 
| Tapes 4 it, to turn (to tura back again) feoq the 


F- 3 


6 The Heavenly Footmian. 
holy commandment. Thoſe men ſhall not only K 
be damned for fin, but for proſeſſing to all the | 

world that fin is better than Chriſt : For the man 
that runs back again, he doth as geod as ſay, - 
have tried Chriſt, and 1 have tried fin, ani 
I do not ſind ſo much profit in Chriſt as in fig. | 
1 ſay, this man declareth this, even by bis run- 
ning back again. O ſad | What a doom they will 
have, who were almoſt at heaven-gates, and then 
run back again. It any draweth back, ſaith Chriſt, 
my ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in him. Again, 
N3 man naving put his hand to the plough, that 
is, ſet forward (in the ways of God) and looking 
back, (turned back again), is fit for the kingdom 
of heaven, And if not tit for the kingdom of 
heaven, then for certain he 'moſt needs be fit for 
the fire of hell: And therefore, (ſaith the apoſtie}, 
thoſe that bring forth theſe apoſtatiſiag fruits, 
as briars and thorns, are rejected, being night 


unto curſmg, whoſe end is to be burned. 'O © 


there is never another Chriſt to lobt chem by” © 


bleeding and dying for them ! And if they ht LY 


not eſcape that negle& fenen how ſhall they get's 
ſcape, that rejcc and turn their backs upon) ſw 
great ſalvation ? And if the righteous, that is, 


they that run for it, will _ work enough to nls! 


get 


The Heavenly Footmurn. 4 
get to heaven, then where will the ungodly back- 
fliding Gnner appear ? Or if Judas the traitor, or 
Francis Spira the baekſlider, were but now alive 


in the world to whiſper theſe men in the ear a 


little, and tell them what it hath coſt their ſouls 
for backſliding, ſurely it would Rick by them, 


and make them afraid of running back again, ſo 


long as they had one day to live in this world. 


The fourtł uſe, 


800 again, fourthly, how like to thels men's. 


ſufferings will thoſe be, that have all this while 
ſat till, and have not ſo much as ſet one foot 
forward. to the kingdom of heaven. Surely he 
that backſlideth, and be that ſitteth Rill in fin, 
they are both of one mind ; the one ho will not 
ſtir, becauſe he loyeth his fins, and the things of 


this world; the other he runs back again, be- 


cauſe-he loyeth his fins, and the thiogs of this 
world ; ix it agt one and the ſame thing ? They 


that did once look after bien, and then ran quite 
back again; and therefore that word muſt cer- 


e ont of the mouth of Chriſt againk _ 


them 


are all one here, and ſfrall not one and the ſame _ 
hell hold them hereafter ? He is an ungodly one 


4 The Heavenly Fostnas. 
"them both, Depart from me ye curſed into'ever- 
laſting fire, n for the b his 2 


. * 
T 
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| Again, ere you may 5 in the next place, 
that i is, They that will have heaven, muſt r un for 
it; then this calls aloug to thoſe who began but 
. a while ſince to run, LI ſay, for them, to mend 
their pace if they intend to win; you know that 
they which come hindmoſt, had need tun faſteſt, 
| Friend, E tell thee, there be thoſe that have run 
ten years to thy one, nay, twenty to five, and yet 
if thou talk with them, ſometimes they will ſay, 
they doubt they ſhall come late enough. How 
then will it be with thee ? Look to it therefore 
that thou delay no time, not an hour's time, but 
part ſpeedily with all, with every thing that is an 
hindrance to thee in thy journey, and run ; Vea, 
and fo run that thou mays obtain. W 


718. ine 


3 


* J ww W 1 31. 
3 F "The arch uſe. 
134. ber ay TY 


e. Gxtbly; You that are old profeſſors 5 


The Heavenly Fortman, 69 
you heed that the young Rriplings of Jeſus, that 
began to ſtrip but the other day, do not out-run 
you, ſo as to have that ſcripture fulfilled on you, 
The firſt ſhall be laſt, and the laſt firſt; which 
will be a ſhame to you, and a credit to them. 


What, for a young ſoldier to be more courageous 
than he that hath been uſed to wars } To you 
that are hindermoſt, I ſay, ſtrive to out-run them 


that are before you; and you that are foremoſt, 


1 ay, hold your ground, and keep before them 


in faith and love, if poſſible; for indeed that is 


the right running, for one to ſtrive to out · run an» 
other; even for the hindermoſt to endeavour- to 
overtake the foremoſt, and he that is before ſhould 
be ſure to lay out himſelf to keep his ground, 
even. to the very utmoſt, But then, 


The ſeventh uſe. 


Again, How bafely do they behave chemſbiver, 
bow ualike are they to win, that think it eaoagh 


to keep company with the bindmoſt ? There are 


| ſome men that profeſs themſclves ſach as run for 
heaven as well as. any; yet if there be but any 


Jazy, Qothful, cold, half-kearted profeſſors in the 


n 


country, 


4 1 8 —_ 


\ . 1 n mr = 3 by f* 4 
- 7 = = = 8 
& HR. 1 | ll Tat 2 ii Oi.” Lad WT 1 5 —— 


country, they will be ſure to take example by them; 
they thiak if they. can but keep pace with them 
they ſhall do fair ; but theſe do not conſider that 
the hindmoſt loſe the prize, You may know it if 


+ you will, chat it c5{ the fooliſh virgins dear for 


their coming too late. They that were ready 


went in with him, and the door was ſhut. After» 


:wards, (mark) afterwards came the other (the 
fooliſh) viegins, ſaying, Lord, open to us: But he 
anſwered and ſaid, depart, I know you not. De- 
part, lazy proteſſors, cold profeſſors, ſlothtul pro- 
ſeſſors, Ol methinks the word of God is ſo plaig 
for the overthrow of your lazy ptoteſſocs, that it 
is to be wondered men da take no more notice of 
it, How was Lot's wife ſerved for running lazi- 
ly, and for giving but one look behind her, after 
the things ſheleft in Sodom. ? How was Eſau ſerv- 
ed tor ſtaying too long before he came for the 


| blefling? And how were they ſerved that are 


mentioned in the 13th of Luke, for Rayiag till the 
door was ſhut? Alfo the fooliſh virgias ; a heavy 
after-groan will they give that have thus ſaid t 


Jong. it tarned Lot's wile into 4 pillar of alt; 
it made Eſau weep. with an exceediag toud an 
| bitter cry; it made Jodas hang himſelf; Jer, 


ai 


and it will make thee curſe the day in which thou 


walt 


De Heavenly Fool man. 1 
waſt born; if thou mils of the kingdom, as thou 


wilt certainly do, if N be thy courſe. But, 


T T1 


IP The eighth oſe. 


x Agaio, How, and if thou by thy lazy running 


ſhouldſt not only deſtroy thyſelf, but alſo thereby 
be the cauſe of the damnation of ſome other, for 
thou being a profeſſor, thou muſt think that others 
will take notice of thee ; and becauſe thou art 
but a poor, cold, lazy runner, and one that ſeeks 
to drive the world and pleafures along with thee: 
why, thereby others will think of doing ſo too, 
Nay, ſay they, why may not we as well as be? 


He is a profeflor, and yet he ſecks for pleaſures, 


riches, profits; he loveth vain-company, and he 
is ſo and ſo, and profeſſeth that he is going fox 


heaven; yea, and he] ſaith alſo he doth not fear 


but he ſhall | have entertainment; let us therefore 
keep pace with him, we ſhall fare no worſe than 


he. 0 how fearfol a thing will it be, if thon 


ſhale be inſtrumental tothe ruin of others by thy 
halting i in the way of righteouſneſs ! Look to it, 
thou wilt have ſtrength little enough to appear 
before God, to give an account of the los of thy 

own 
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1 ' The Heavenly Feolman. 
own ſoul; thou needeſt not have to give an ac» 
count for others; why, thou didſt flop; them 
from entering in, How wilt thou anſwer that 
ſaying, you would rot enter in yourſelves, agd 
them that would jou hinder ; for that. ſaying 
will be eminently fulfilled on them that through 
their own idleneſs do keep themſelves. out of hea» 
ven, and by giving of others the ſame * 
kinder them —— | | 


The ninth uſe, 


Therefore, now to ſpeak a word to both of you, 
30d fo I ſhall, contlude. 


"SY e e in the name of our Lord wiſh 
Chriſt, that none of you do run ſo lazily in the 
way to heaven as to hinder either yourſelves or 
others. I know that even he which runs lazieſ, 

if he ſhould ſee a man running for 4 tempcral 
bife, if he ſhould ſo much neglect xg 1 own wells 
being in this world, as to venture, when be is a- 
running for his life, to pick up here and there a 
lock of wool that hangeth by the way · ſide, or to 
| Rep now and then aſide out of the way for to ga» 


ther 


The Heavenly Foot man. O 


ther vp a ſtraw or two, or aay rotten ſtick ; I ſay, 
if he ſhould do this when he is a runsing for his 
life, thou weuldſt condemn him; and doſt thou 


not condemn thyſelf that doſt the very ſame 


ou, 
lock unto Jeſus, who is not only the author and 
| finiſher of faith, but who did, for the joy that was 

fus ſet before him, endure the croſs, deſpiſe the 
the ſhame, and is now ſet down at the right-hand of 
or God; 1 ſay, look to no man to learn of him no 
el, farther than he followeth Chriſt. B: ye followers 
Kal of me, (ſaith Paul), even as 1 am of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 
7% ai. 1 Though he was an eminent man, yet his 
1* "exhortation was, that none ſhould follow him any, 
I Farther than he followed Chriſt, of 

| " B Provocation. 
ga- G 


in effect, ney worſe, that loitereſt in thy race, 
notwithſtanding thy ſoul, heaven, glory, and all is 
at ſtake. Have a care, have a care, ae wretched 


ſinner, have a care. '2 | | ; 


2. If yet there ſhall be any that, notwithſtand- 
Ing this advice, will ill be flagging and loitering 
in the way to the kingdom of glory, be thou ſo 


wiſe as not to take example by. them, Learn of - 
no man farther than he followeth Chriſt, But 
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. Now that you way be rovelied - to run with 
the foremoſt, take notice of this. When Lot and 
bis wife were running from curſed: Sodom to the 
m:cuntains, to ſave their lives, it is faid, that 'his 
vife looked back from behind him, and ſhe be · 
came 2 pillar of ſalt ; and yet you ſee that nei- 
ther her practice, not the judgment of God that 


ſell upon her for *the ſame, would cauſe Lot to 
lock behind him. I have ſometimes wondered at - 
Lot in this-particvlar ; his wife looked behind 
her, and died immediately, but let what would 


become of her, Lot would not ſo much ay look 


behind him to ſee her. We do not read that he 


did ſo much as once look where ſhe was, or what 
| was become of her; his heart was indeed 


His 3 journey, and well it wight : there was. wh \ 
mountain before him, and the- fire and brimſtoge 


de bind bimz bis life lay at ſtake, and he had lot. 
it if he had but looked behind him. Do thou ſo 


run; and in thy race remember Lot's wiſe, and 
remember her doom; and remember for What 


that doom did overtake her ; and remember that 
| God 


4 


| 
- 4 
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The Heavenly Foatman. 75 
God made her an example for all lazy runners, to 
the end of the world; and take beet thou tall not 
alter the ſame example. But, 


Wis this will not t provoke thee, conſider thus, 1. 
Thy. ſoul is thy owa ſoul, that is either to be ſav · 

ed ot loſt; thou ſhalt not laſe my ſoul by thy 
lazineſs, It is thy owa ſoul, thy owa eaſe, thy 
own peace, thy owa advantage or diſadvantage. 
If it. were my own that thou art defired to be 
good unto, methinks reaſoa ſhould move thee: 
ſo ne what to pity it, Bat alas, it is thy own, thy 
own u. What thall it profit a man if he (hull - 
gain the whole world, and loſe his owa ſoul? 


| God's people wiſh weil to the ſouls of others, and 


wilt not thou wilh well to thy own 2 And if this 
will nut provoke thee, then think, 


_ Again, 2. If thou loſe thy ſoul, it is thou 15 f 


ſo chat muſt bear the blame. It made Ca fark 
mad to coaſſdet that he had not looked to his, 
brother Abel's ſoul. How muh more will it per · 
plex thee to think, that thou bad not a care t 
thy own ? Aud if this will not proyoke thee to 
beltir thy Gif, think again, 

G 2 3. That 
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3. That if thou wilt not run, the people of 
God are reſolved to deal with thee even as Lot 


dealt with his wife, that is, leave thee behind 


them, It may be thou haſt a father, mother, 
brother, &c, going pott-haſte to heaven, wouldit 
thou be willing to de left behind them ? Surely 


4 1 


: Again, 4. Will it not be a diſhonour to thee 
to ſee the very boys and girls in the country to 


have more wit than thyſelf ? It may be the ſer- 
vants of ſome men, as the houſekeeper, plowtaan, 


ſcullion, &c. are more looking after heaven than 
their maſters, - I am apt to think ſometimes, that 
more ſervants. than maſters, that more tenants 
then landlords, will inherit the kingdom of hea- 


ven. But is not this a ſhame for them that are 


ſuch ? 1'am perſuaded you fcorn, that your fer- 
vants ſhould ſay that they are wiſer than you in 
the things of this world; and yet 1 am bold to 
ſay, that maty of them are wiſer than you in the 
things of the world to come, which are of Rong 


concer ament. 
Expoſtulation, 


* 


<a 


* 
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W u 


"We then, ſinner, what Cay thou? Where 


is 'thy heart? Wilt thou run ? Art chou reſblyed 
16 tie ? Or art thou got ? Think quickly, man, 
it is no dallying in this matter. Confer not with 


ficlh and blood; look up to heaven, and ſee how 
tou like ie; alſo to hell, (of which thou may. 


elt underſtand ſomething in my book, called, A 
tew ſighs from hell ; or, The groags of a damned 


ſoul, which I. wiſh thee to read ſeriouſly over), 
- "and" accordingly devote thyſelf. - If thou doſt not 
know the way, enquire at the word of God; if 
thou wanteſt company, cry for God's Spirit; it 
then wanteſt eneouragement, entertaiga the prox 
miſes. But be ſure thou begin betimes ; get into 

- the way, run apace, and hold out to the end; 


* the Lord give thee a roſperous jouragy, > 
+> T2114 1 8 vane! L. 
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r. JOHN BUNYAN;” 


Alber of fl PiA dn u's Te ee and . 
late Preacher of the Goſpel at B E,. 


bs | : a . 36 


The 2 Gall be in — —— 
Eo, * cxĩi. 6. 4 . | 14 
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qt: John 1 was ben at Elſtow in the 
county of Bedford. within alittle mile of 
that cown; in the year 1628, of honeſt but very 
poor pareats, bis original being ſo tent and de- 
picable, his father by trade a mender of pots or 
kettles, vulgarly called-a tinker ; that I know not 
in whom the words of the great apoſtle to tue 


Gentiles, in his firſt Shaper of the firſt epiſtle to 
the 


The Life and Death, Ke. iy 
the Corinthians, were more fully exemplified, than 
in Mr. Bunyan; the words are theſe; For you ſee 


| Jour calling, brethren, how that not many wiſe 


men after the fleſi not many mighty, not many , 
noble are called; but God hath choſen the fooliſh 
things of the world to confound” the wiſe 5 that 
no fleſh might glory in his preſence : And this he 
himſelf was ready upon all occaſions to own, that 
God might have the glory of his own grace; for 
though bis original and birth was but poor and 


deſptſed, yet it pleaſed God to chuſe him before 


many vtler to be an inſtrument for the bringing 
of many ſoult unto God : And that the grace of 
God that was given to him may be the more ex- 
ceedingly magnified ;- we will give ſome brief acy 
per ns dee a AGEaece F446: - * 
* a | 


- hawk A that icky! 
chat was ſuitable to their condition, bringing | bim 
up to read and. write ; but ſo great was his nate | 
ral_depravity, and his proneneſſ to all exil, that 
he quick! 7 forgot both, being only wiſe to o do ei; 
but to do or learn that which was good he had 
no heart or n 3 mm + =" 


397 


to Th Lift and Death” 

in bis vary childhood to curling, ſwearing, tyiog 

and blaſpheming; that he had few equals m wich- 

, edne(s; inſomuch that I. remember I have heard 

him fay; with grief o heart, he was & town fink 

ner; that is to ſay, ont notariouſiy wichech tp}. 
all the town hers he lived : Ye K 
ſcience ſeared, -- | | fy 


Por noteithäacdiag al ibi —— of big 
God did not uttertly leave him but followed him 


dometimes with conviftians, and ſometimes with, 


dgqente, but yet ſuch ax had in thema mixture 
of mere : At, ops time be fell into a creek of the 
ſaa, and then bardly eſcaped drowning; and 88 
another time fell out of a boa igto the Bedford 
riger, bu there he was Uſo preſerved, thongh with, 
difficulty: But, alas! it was nei ther mercy pay, 
judgment that could yet awaken him, for he had 
iren up higiglf to the love of fig, and aftec it 
was reſolved to go on, whatever rubs * whats 


"baths Way» | by Pebs 210 bY 
ow -; | 5 

| Vet Gad leit not binaſelf without 2 e 

kis ſoul; oftea checking him in one way or ang 

ther : As one Gay. being at Sly with his compani» 


* 
% 


* 


„ 
* 


with gree dineſs, and then, to perſuade them there 


„ 
4 


is no hope of mercy left, that thereby the finner 


* 4 
. 
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of Mr Jobs Buman. 81 
ons, a voice ſuddenly ſtarted from heaven in his 
ſoul, ſaying, Wilt thou leave thy fins and go to 
heaven, or have thy fins, and go to hell? This 


put him into ſach a conſternation, that he imme» 


= 


223 the ſport, and looking up to heaven, 
he thought be ſaw the Lord ſeſus looking down 
upon him, and threatening him with ſome griev- 
ous puniſhneats for his ungodly practices. 


Bat ſee the wiles of Satan: No ſooner had this 
made ſome impreflion in his mind, but the devil 
ſuggeſted to him, Fhat he had been a great and 
grievous ſinner, and that it was now too late for 
him. to look after heaven, for Chriſt woald not 
torgive him, nor pardoa his tranſgreſſions. And 
this was no other than the devil's uſual practice; 
Firſt, for to draw fianers to commit all iniquity 


may be-prevail'd with to go on in fin; And this 


| was the effect that this ſuggeſtion drew to Me, 


within bimſelf that he would take his fill of 8 


47 
* 


Bunyan; who looking upon hinſclf as one that 
had ſianed beyond the reach of mercy, thought 


* 


it being the only bande he was ever like to take. 
And yet theſe pleaſures, of fia, through the 
wonderful operation of the Holy Spirit, were ſo of= 
ten embittered to him that he could take bur little 
ſatisfaQiog in them. Thus the labour of the na. 
tural man, or man: before converſion, doth hut 
weary him, . becauſe he knoweth not the way to-the 


city of God, Eecleſ. 10. 15, 


| = 2 
. 'Qace being going on the fall career of ſio, and 
belching out oaths like the madman that Solomon 
ſpeaks of,.wh o ſcatters abroad firebrands, arrows. 
and death, he was reproyed ſeverely by a woman 
who was a notorioos ſinner herſelf, who told him 
that, he was the uglieſt fellow for ſweariag that 
erer ths beard. in all ner life ; and that by his do- 
ing'this, he was able to ſpoil all the youth in the. 
tong if they. cams but into his company. Thie 
reproof going from ſuch à woman whom he. 
ay gp be very. wicked and ungodly, filled him 
with ſecret ſhame, and wrought more with him. 
than. pany that had been given bim. befqce by 
thoſe that were ſober an4 godly, and mage E 1 


. with that he had never known what it was to be a 


(wearer, _e even made him out of love with it, 
and 


| of Mr Jobn Sans: 'By 
and 4 ſrom that time forward e even much to refrain 
from it. 6 


In a little time after he fell into the company 


of poor man, that made profeſſion of religion, 


whoſe diſcourſe of religion, and of the ſcriptures, 
ſo affecred Mr Bunyan, that he betook him ſelf to 


reading the Bible, eſpecially the hiſtorical part 


thereof, but was yet ignorant both of the cor» 
ruption and depravity of his nature, and by a 
neteſfary conſequence, of the want and worth of 
J ae Chriſt to ſave Rim. 


However, this produc'd outward - reformation, 
both in his words and fe, and he now was fallen 


into à kind of legal religion; working for life, and 


making up a righteouſreſs for himſelf thereby; 
ſo that while he thought he kept the commands / 
ments he had comfort; but when at ſoinetimes/ 


he breke any of them, then his conſcience was 


full of güiſt and trouble; bur then upon his ſor- 
row ünd repentance he heal'd himſelf again, and 
tho#ght thereby he had made God amends, and 
all was well, 


And thus he continued for ſome time, very 
near a year, his neighbours all that time taking 
| him 
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him for a very good m an, and wondering [1 bis 
reformation, Tho' indeed all that time he was 
as far irom the way of life, as when he was, the 
"moſt prophane ; tho? as himſelf phraſes ie, | his 
change of life and manners was as remarkable #8 
The a Tom of Bedlam to become a ſober man. 


And now thoſe that ſpoke ill of him before, be- 
gan to praiſe and commend him, which notwith- 
Nanding bis reformation, puff'd him up with 
pride, and fill'd him with hypocriſy, _ 


But alas! this was but lopping off the branch- 
es of fin, whilſt the root of ugregeneracy remain · 
ed. Not long after the providence of God ſo or. 
der'd it, that Mr . Bunyan went to Bedford to 
york upon his calling, (being his father's trade, 
a tinker,) and happen'd there to hear three or 
four poor women, who were ſitting in the ſun, 
diſcourſing together about the things of God 5 
which .cavs'd bim to draw near to them, for he 
was by this time himſelf become a mighty talker 
of religion; but when he heard them a while, as 
himſelf confeſſed, he heard indeed, but he under - 
Rood not, for they ſpoke of things above his 

; reach ; 


of. Mr Jobn Bunyan. $5 


rough, diſcourſiag of the new-birth, and the work 
of God on their hearts, and how t were cons 
|, Yinced of their miſerable ſtate by nature; they 
_talked how God had viſited their ſouls wh his 
"fove in the Lord Jeſus, and with what words and 
"promiles they had been refreſhed, comforted 
and ſupported againſt the temptations of the evil. 


one in particular, and told each other by which 
they had been afflicted, and how they were born 
up under his aſſaults. He heard them likewiſe 
' difcobrſe of the wretchedneſs-of their own hearts 


and of their unbelief; and of contemning and 
abhorring their own righteouſneſs, as filthy and in- 
ſufficient to do them any good. And all this ape 
pear'd to him to be ſpoken with ſuch pleaſant- 
nefs-of ſcripture-language, and with ſuch an ap- 


1 pearance of grace in all they ſaid, that they 
ſeem' d to him as if they had found a new world; 
or as if they were people that dwelt alone, and 

were not to de reekoned among . | 


260 nls 14 . 


It was upon this diſcourſe of theirs that Ne be- 


gam to feet ſome unuſual agitations in his own 
heart, and to be confcious to himſelf that his con- 


tion was not ſo good as he had thought it to 
de — — in all his thoughts about religion 
H and 
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| a ſtranger to, and unacquainted with ; nor. di 


86 The Life and Prat,“ , 
and ſaſvation, the new-birth never entired "Into 
his mind, but found it was a thing he wholly w3 


he ever know the comfort of a word or promiſe, 
nor the deceitfulneſs and treachery of hig gen 


wicked heart, and as for ſecret thoughts, he had 


never taken any notice of them, n nor did he at. all 
underſtand what Satan's temptations were, or Sf 
they were to be withfiood, or reliſted. 


7160 


But ILY this — of theſe good vo; 
men mightily affeded him, and made him very 
defirous to. hear, further of theſe things: and 
therefore he madle it his buſineſs. to be going often 
into the company of thoſe people : for God had 
touched his heart by their diſcourſe, and he could 
Not Ray away,” And ſo intent was his mind upon 
the knowledge of theſe things, that bis heart = 
like the horſe · leech at the vein, Rill erying 


+ Give, give, Prov. 30. 15. ag ng 
| but the revelation of the myſtery g faith in bis 


own heart, could fatisfy him, for bl whole foul 
was ſo fixed on eternity, and the things of the 
kingdom of God, ſo far as he knew, that = 
pleaſures nor profits, perſuaſions or threats, cou] 

make him let go his hold ; inſomuch that I have 
heard 
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heard bim ſay, That it would then have been as 
difficult a at that time to have taken his mind from 

heaven to earth, as he has found it often ſince to 
| xt i it from earth to heaven. 


XII I A 


apt after divine grace had been thus kindted 
It his heart, the devil flrove bard by divers winds 
of temptations, to blow it out again, cauſing bim 
to make ſeveral objections againſt himſelf, as, 
That he was caſt away, and one that had no 


faith ; and never could have any, becauſe he was 


— eleched. 


U 2 Tong time troubled with very ſore | 
temptations, as I ſaid before, aud three things | 
there were that the tempter made uſe of to try 


kim ; one great thing was the queſtioning of his 
faith ; having frequently fach thoughts as theſe 


ted inco his mind, How if you want faith 2 
And bed ela you tell you have faith? This put E 
Riai'ts® at rplexities : H: knew not that he 

kit ft d 5 t without it be ſaw be was like to 
Ferm ict Ever, © 80 that tho? at net be was will. | 


fly to Srerlook it, yet conſidering of how great 
ent it was for him to be ſatisfied therein, he 


5 . to pot himſeif upon the ir 3al. whether 
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he had faith or no. But while he was conſidering” / 


how he ſhould make a ſatisfaRtory'tryal.of this 
matter, the tempter ſought to gain' an advantage 
upon him, coming in with this deluſions:That 
there was no way for him to try whether he hd 
faith, | but by trying to work ſome miracle: z met. 
wanted ſcripture to back it, for as he peryerted 


the ſcriptures, when he tem i ue our bleſſad Lord 


ſo-did he allo the words of our ble ſſad Saviour it 
tempring this his ſervant; urging, Mat. 7. 20. 
If ye have faith as a grain of moſiard - ſeed, ye 
thall ſay unto this mountain, remove hence to 
vonder place, and it ſhall remove, and nothing 
ſhall be impoſſible to you, { Thiz temptation pro · 
ceeding ſo far, that one day Mr Bunyan being 
between Elſtow and Bedford (the temptation be» 
ing then hot upon him to try his faith by doing 
ſome miracle) he was about to ſay. to ſome pud- 
dles that were then in the horſe-pad; Be dry- zaaud 
Juſt as he was going to ſpeak this chgughe came 
into his mind, pray firſt, that God would» make 
you able'; ;. and, when he was abaut:@ ta pray} be 
had ſome ſecret impulſe that prevaild N him 


at to put bis faith upon that 55 Adio 
-contimidg 
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eantinued for ſome time at a great loſs, not know- 
ang comes he had faith or not. 

.  SQ8I0JF7;: 

12 But after be had paſſed my days in this diſ- 
ronſalate Rate, it pleaſed the Father of mercies to 
ſhine in upon his foul, by that bleſſed ward, Luke 
pv, 22. 23. Compel them to come in, that my 
houſe may be filled ; And yet there is room : 
Fheſe- laſt words gave him abundant conſolation, 

and were a ful ö that 
the day ever, | 


"4 


Many more were his. temptations at ſundry 
times, and on divers occaſions, but God deliver> 


ed him out of them all, and at laſt ſet his feet in a 
. Place, Siling bis fout with joy and gladnefa, 


| "' Abour the year 2653, he was baptiz'd, and 
admitted a member ot the church at Bedford, 
who having had experience of the grace of God 


that was im bim, and how eminently God had. 


ted him for the work of the miniſtry, be was 
earneſily defired by the congregation to com- 
municate to them thoſe ſpiritual gifts with which 
od bad bleſſed him ; he at firſt very modeilly 
be bini, out of a ſenſe of his own weak - 
H 3 neſs 
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diſpenſed his gift only in private among rien . 
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weakneſs and inability ; but being further preſſed 
unte it by them, he conſented, but.thro* his baſu - 
falneſs, did at firſt decline a public aſſembly; and 


but it was with ſo much life and power, and to b 
ceedingly to their edificatioo, that they could · not 
but give thanks to the Father of mercies for the 
great genes he had bee Wan e N 


After this, whin 5 of the dean: was 


| ſent for into the country to teach, they deſired 


Mr. Bunyan to go along with them, which accord. 
iogly he did, and by their perſuaſion: did exerciſe 
bis gift (but till privately) among the good peo» 
ple where he came ; which they alfo received 
with rejoicing at the merey of God ſhewed® to- 


wards him, profeſſiog their fouls very greatly edi 
9. 
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At the felons be was indieted for an ü vpholder 
and maintainer of votawtubaſſemblics at, convene 
ücles, aud for not conforming to the *hurch « of 
England. Mr. Bunyan was a War ör afree a 


open ſpirit, © and would ot dificabis co Tye g. 
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kelkefpecially in his Maſter's cauſe, and therefore 
frankly owned his being at a meeting, and preach- 
ed 40 the people, and that he was a diſſenter from 
the eſtabliſbed· worſhip, acknowledging (as the a 
bote Faul. bath dope, before bim) that after the 
va Which they: called. cherefyy ſo worſhipped he 
the God of his fathers, The juſtices took thia os 
pen and plain dealing with them, for a confeſſion 
of the indictment, and ſentenced him to perpetual 
haniſhment, . becauſe. he refuſed+ to conform, in 


PGurſuance of an ad made! by. the then parliatnent, 


Upon which he was again committed to priſon; 
where tho' bis ſentence of baniſhment was never 
executed upon him, yet he was kept-in priſon-for 
twelve years together ;. bearing that tedious i im- 
ptiſanment in an uncomfortable and cloſe priſon, 


and ſometimes under erusl and oppreſſive goalers, 


with. that Chriſtian patience and preſence of mind, 


as became 2. miniſter ol Jeſus. .Cbriſt, and ſuch, a 
auß e engeged in, and ie 92 
-L 4075 pore „ | if. + 

But tho“ enemias died up. | thereto 1 were 
| Tory many, yet were they with held by a: divine 
power from ene outiag tha ſentenoe of this | baniſh-· 
went: For God had other work for him to do in 

England; 


£ = — = a = . 
r _ 
> =— T —_ 4 13 


Zogland ; And when his bonds and imprifonment, 
thro' the over- -ruliny providence of that Obs Who 
is both wonderful in council, and excellent in 
working, tended much to the furtheranet of the 
Goſpel, and; by his ſufferings, dere; be confirities 
and fealed e Nr rn -u 
ee” | L 


| NE aac 
f&rſt ſaw him, and became acquainted with hin, 
and 4 muſt confeſs I could not bat took upon bim 
to be a man oi an excellent ſpirit, zealous for his 


Matter's hogour, and chearfully committing all 


1 was there, there were above fatty diſſehteti be- 
| des himſelf there; taken but a little before at a 
xeligians meeting ar: Kaiftoe, in the county of 
Bedford, beſides two eminent diſſenting miniſters, 
20 wit, Mr. Wheeler, and Mr; Dun, both well 
known in Bedfordſbire, (tho' long fince-with God) 
by which means the priſon was very much croud- 
wy et ia the midft of ail that bucry which ſo 
many new comers occaſioned, F have beard Me. 
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ſgirit of faith and plerophory of divine aflitanee; 
UL dee a me dana and wonder. * ; 4 
* 12. „ * 8 
Nor did he, while he was in pri, ſpend! his 
Nine in a. fupine and careleſs manner, nor eat the 


Ned of idleneſs; for there have I been witneſs, . 


that his own bands have miniſtred to his and his 
family's neceſſities; making many hundred grols 


of long tagged laces, to fill up the vacancies of his. 


ae, Which he hhd learned for that purpoſe ſince 
he had beet in ptiſon. There alſo l ſurveyed his 


Ihracy, the leaſt, and yet the beſt that ever I 
faw, confiting'ooly'df two books; a bible, an 


the. hook: of martyrs, And during his ioptifon* 
ment, (ſince 1 have ſpoke of this livraty) he writ 
ſeveral excellent and uſeful treatiſes, particular]y, 

holy city, Chriſtian behaviour, The reſarrec- 


tion: of the dead, and grace, ahounding to che 


vhief 11 ue j yick ſeveral others. 


7 


8 Kt „ae idee ſubject of his impriſoament, 


Etperfſente there: He profeſſeth he never had 6 
feat aw inlet all his life into the word of God as 
Vl. vx Thoſe ſcriptures that he ſaw notbing 


#29: before, 
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wt I bas gen che reader a taſte of ſome of his 
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before, were, when in priſon, made to ſhine npon 
him. Jeſus Chriſt alſo was never more ral and 
apparent to him than then, For there, ſaid. he, 
bave ſeen him and felt him indeed, And then 
word, Pet 2. 16. We have not preached Anto 
you cunningly deviſed fables, was @ bleſſed mand 
pato bim there; be has at ſometigaes been fo 
carried up above all fears and temptations, that 
he has been able to laugh at deſtruRion, and to 
fear neither the horſe nor bis rider, T here-it 
that. God gave bim ſweet and precious laghts « 
the forgiveneſt of bis fins, and of deiag | 

Jeſus i in another world. Yea;: there it was that 
he found upon every par ſang eee * 


bot notwithianding all G, be found he ws 
man compaſſed with infirmities, and at a concerts 
ment for his poor wife and children Suhl tow: 
aad then be thruſting in, the parting from whoith 
would be to hic like the: pulling of his Held From” 
big bones: (for he was both a loving iu tender 
kuſb ind, and an. indulgent father, L 
what to a fault) and the many miſeries, bi abe 
and want that his poor family was le to 
wich il be ſhould be taken from them, 1275 


S.. SAZ 


r 


. . ¾ F A” ͤ go WT 


R 


of Mr-Jebn "x VERY 155 90 
ttt come into his mind, eſpecially his daughtet 
who was blind, which lay nearer his heart that 
Hb the ret: ; and the thought of her enduring 
Rrdſhip, would at ſometimes be almoſt ready tb 
bock his beart. But he found God gracious te 
bil!” even in this particular alſo ; greatly. ſupport 
Hg ble by theſe two ſcriptures, Jer;-. 49. 11 and 
Ctiap. 15. 11. Leave thy fatherlefs children, I will 
preſerve them alive ; and let thy widows truſt in 
25 "The Lord ſaid, verily it ſhall go well with 


remnant; verily, I will cauſe 100 enemies . 


Werne ann 


. * , 
0 6 » vu 


wild this Ved roam Wee sede yolk 
and a en auer I for the tellebay of 


greateſt enemies, by his holy, harmleſs, and in> 
offenſive converſation ; it pleaſed God to ſtir up 


the heat of Ne. Barlow, Biſhop of Lincoln, to be 


n ay E mention to 
* biſkep's aner. 


and 
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a E nee 
TAY back upon former deliverances, and bleſs ' 
1 of which ſome were exceeding remarkable, 
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and none more ſo. than that which I am going 


now to relate: Being a ſoldier in the parliameni 's 
army at · the · ſiege of Leiceſter, in 1645, he was 
drawn out to Rand eentinel, but another ſoldier 
voluntarily deſired to go in his room; which Mr. 
Bunyan conſenting to, he went, and as he ſtqod 


centinel there, was ſhot into the head with a 


muſket bullet, and died. — This was a deliver- 
ance that Mr. Bunyan would often N bur 


never without giving thanks e Sea. 


The laſt at of his life was a labour of love and 
charity ; for a young gentleman, who was Mr. 
Bunyan's neighbour, having fallen into the diſ- 
pleaſure of his father, he deſired Mr. Bunyan to 
be the inſtrument of making up the breach, which 
he both undertook and happily effected, but in his 
return to London, being overtaken with exceſſive 
rains, and coming into his lodgings very wet, 
which was Mr. Strudwick's a grocer, at the ar 
upon - Snow-hill, he fell ſick of a violent fever, 
which he bore with much conftancy and patience, 
reſigning himſelf up to be diſſolved, that he might 

de with Chriſt; and in this holy frame of ſpirit, 
after a ſickneſs of ten days, he breathed out his 
G 12s ſoul 


* 


ff 
218 


Me J. l Bunpas. 
foul into the hands of his bleſſed Redeemer, 
following his happy pilgrims from the city of 
delltuction to the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
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1 
Pre ached JoLy 1688. 


; Joun i. 13. Which were bern, not of blood, nov of 
the will of the feſh, nor of the hanged ae ang bue 
4 Cod. 


H E words have a dependence on what goes | 
T before, and therefore I mult ditett yon to 
them for the right underſtanding of it! Tou hate 

it thus: He came to his own, but his"0wn'receive 
ed him not; but as many as believed on him, to 
them gave he power to become the ſons of God, 
f _ even 
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even to them that believe on- his! name; 


Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will 


of the fleſb, but of God. e en you 


have two e 


r. donne of his own reje king him when he of- 


fered himſelf to them. 


2. Others of his own receiving him and mak- 
ing him welcome ; thoſe that reje&t him, he alſo 
paſſes by ; but thoſe that receive him, he gives 
them power to become the ſons of God, Now, 
leſt any one ſhould look upon it as good Jack or 


fortune, ſays he, They were born, not of blood, 


nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God, They that did not receive him, 


they were only born of fleſh-and blood; but thoſe 


that receive him, they have God to their father, 
they receive the dofrine of Chriſt wit h a vehement 


| . 


Sd ng 


Fiel, 4. will — wit you what he means by blood 2 


T hey that believe are born to it, as an heir is to 
a9-inheritance:: They are born of God, not of flelb, 
nor of the will of man, but of God: not of blood, 
A not by generation, not born to the king- 
: a x dom 


world, they are not an argument to prove ' A 


100 Mr Bunyan's 

dom of heaven by the fleſh; not becauſe 1 am the 
ſon of a godly man or woman, that is meant by 
blood, Acts xvii. 26. He has made of one bloed 


all nations: But when he ſays here, Not 'of 


blood, he rejects all carnal privileges they did 
boaſt of. They boaſted they were Abrabam's 


ſeed ; No, no, ſays he, it is not of blood; Think 


not to ſay, you have Abraham to your father, 


you muſt be born of God, if you 80 to the king 


dom of heaven A 


Secondly, Nor of the will of the ficſh, What 
mult we underſtand by that ? 225 


Firſt, It is taken for theſe eben inclinations 
that are in man to all manner of looſeneſs, fulfil- 
ing the deſires of the fleſh ; that muſt not be un- 


derltood here: men are not made the children of 


God by fulfilling their luſtful deſires. It muſt 
be underſtood here in the beſt ſenſe : There is not 


only in carnal men a will to be vile; but there is 


in them a will to be ſaved alſo; 4 will to go to 
heaven alſo, But this it will not do, it will not 
privilege a man in the things of the kingdom of 
God, natural delires after the things of another 


LV FIG ; 301 
man-ſhall go to heaven whenever he dies; I am 
not a free willer, 1 do abhor it, yet lene is not, 
the wickedeſt man, but he deſires ſome time or o- 
ther to be ſaved ; he will read ſome time or other, 
Git may de pray; but this will not do. It is. 
Dot. in him that wills, nor in him that runs, but ig , 
God chat ſhe ws mercy; there is willing and rug, 
ning, and yet to no ꝑpurpole, Rom. is, 16. Israel., 
which followed after the law of righteouſneſs, 
have not obtained it. Here | do not underſtand, 
as if the apoſtle had denied a virtuous courſe of 
life to be the way to heaven; but that a man 
without grace, though he have natural gifts, yet 
be ſhall not obta n a privilege to go to heaven, 
and be the ſon.of God: Though a man without 
grace may have a will to be ſaved, yet he cannot 
have, that will God's way; nature, it cannot 
| know any thing but the things of nature ;. the 
things of God knows no man, but by the ſpirit 
of G; unleſi the spirit of God be in you, it 
will leave you. on this fide the gates of heaven: 
Not of blood, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

u may, be ſome have a will, a deſire that Iſhmael 
may be ſaved, know this, it will not ſave thy 
child. If it was our will, 1 would have you alt 


go to heaven, How many is there in the world, 
A* © that 
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that pray for their children, and cry for chem 
and ready to die, and this will not de? God's 
will is the rule of all, it is only through fefus 
.._ Chriſt, which was bor n, not of fleſh, nor of the 
eil of wan, but of God. Now 1 come to the date 


ien that believe 3 in Jeſus Chriſt, to the effeQual 
receiving of Jeſus Chriſt, they are born to it: He 
does not ſay they ſhall be born to it, but they are 
born to it ; born of God unto God, and the things 
of God, before he receives God to eternal ſalvati- 
on, Except a man be born again, he cannot ſee 
the kingdom of God, Now ualeſs he be born of 
God he cannot ſee it, Suppoſe the king dom of 
God be what it will, he cannot ſee it betore he be 
begotten of God ; ſuppoſe it be the goſpel, he 
cannot ſee it before he be brought into a ſtate of 
regeneration z ; believing is the conſequence of the 
new birth; Not of blood, : nor of a7 vin of _ 
but of God, - 


1.1 will give you a clear deſcription of ĩt un 

der one ſimilitude or two; à child before it be . 
vorn into the world, is in the dark dungeon of 
it⸗ 
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it mothers womb ; ſo a child of God, before he 
de born again, is in the dark dungeon ot fin, fees 
nothing of the kingdom of God; therefore it is 
called a new birth; the ſame ſoul has love one 
way in its carnal condition, another we when it 
9 born again, | 


2. As it is compared to a birth reſembling 2 
child in his mother's womb, ſo it is compared to 
à man being raiſed out of the grave; and to be 
born again, is to be raiſed out of the grave ot fin: 
Awake thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the dead, 
and Chriſt ſhall give thee light, To be raiſed 
from the grave of fin, is to be begotten and born, 
Rev. i. 5. There is a famous inſtance of Chriſt, 
He is the firſt begotten from the dead, he is the 
fieſt_dorn from the dead, unto which our regene- 
ration alludeth that is, it you be born again by 
ſeeking thole things that are above, then there i is 
a fimilitude betwixt Carilt's reſurrection and the 
new birth, which was born, which was reſtored 
eut of this dark world, and tranſlated out of the 
kingdom of this dark world into the kingdom of 
his dear $on, and made us live a new life; this 
is to be born again; and he that is delivered trom 

the 


$ 
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the mother's womb, it is by the help of the mother; 
ſo he that is born of God, it is by the Spirit, of. 
God, I muſt give you a few conſequences 2 a 


new birth. | 2. »4 ogdw 


10 1 
1, Firſt of all, A child, you know, is incident. 


to cry as ſoon as it comes into the world; for if 
there be go noiſe, they ſay it is dead; You that are 


born of God, and Chriſtians, if you be not criers 
there is no ſpiritual lite in. you. If you be born 
of God you are crying ones, as ſoon as he bat 
ed you out of the dark dungeon of fin; büt can- 
not you cry to God, What mult [ do to be laved ? 
As ſoon as ever God bad touched the goaler, be 
cries out, Men and brethren, what muſt I do to 
be ſaved? Oh ! how many prayerleſs profeſſors is 
there in London, that never pray? Coffee houſes 
will not let you pray, trades will not let you prays. 
looking-glaſſes will not let you pray but if you 


was born of God, you would. 


. It is not only natural for a child to cry, but 

it muſt crave the breaſt, it cannot live without the 

breaſt, therefore Peter makes it the true trial bf a 

ne w. born babe: The new born babe defires the 

Lacere milk of the word, that he may grow there- 
bx. 


as e we e i SHA e , 
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by. If you be born of God, make it manifeſt by 
dęſiring the bre aſt of God: Do you long for the 
milk of the promiſes? A man lives one way 
when he is in the world, another way when he 
is dronght unto Jeſus Chriſt, Iſaiah Izi. They 
ban ſack and be ſatisfied ; if you be born again, 
there is no ſatisfaQion till oo get the milk of God's 
| word iato your ſouls, Iaiah xvi. 11. To ſack 

and be ſatisfied with the breaſts of conſolation ; 
O what is a promiſe to a carnal man; a whore · 
houſe, it may be, is more ſweet to him, but ik 
you be born again, you cannot live without the 
milk of God's word. What is a woman's breaſt 
to a horſe? But what is it to a child ? There is 
its comfort night and day, there is its ſuecour 
night and day; O how loth are they that it 
ſhould be taken from them; mindiag Heavenly 
things, ſays a carnal man, is but vanity, but to 
a child of God, there is his comfort. 


. 4 child that is newly bora, if it have not 
other comforts to keep it warm, than it had ia 
its mother's womb, it dies; it muſt have ſome · 


thing got for its ſuccour ; ſo Chriſt had ſwadliag · 
cloaths 


„ 2 9 


1 TI — 
_y l 
= 9 2 = 3 


106 | Mr Buha 


cloaths prepared for him; ſo thoſe that are bortr 


again, they muſt have ſome promiſe of Chriſt to 
keep them alive; thoſe that are in à carnaf Rate: 


they warm themſelves with other thingy ; "Bae 


thoſe that are born again, they cannot lire withodt 
ſome promiſe of Chriſt to ke chem alive; ue ue 


did to the poor infant in Ezekiel xvii. I cover 


| thee with embroidered gold; and when womnetr 
are with child, what fine things wilt they prepare 


for their child I O but what fine things has Chriſt 
prepared to wrap all in that are born again? 0 


what wrappings of gold has Chriſt prepared for all 


that are born again | Women will dreſe their 


children, that every one may fee them how fine 
_ they are; fo he in Ezekiel vi. 11. I decked 
thee alfo with ornaments, and 1 alſo put bracelets 
upon they hands, and a chaia-on thy neck, and 


put a jewel on thy forchead, and ear rings iu 
thine ears, and @ beautiful crown upon thine 


head; and ſays he in the 13th verſe, Thou didſt 
proſper into a kingdom ; this is to ſet out hothing 


in the world, but the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and 
the graces of the Spirit, vithbout hic a h ort 

babe cannot live, unleſs they have dne en 
tigte quſneſs of Chriſt, 


44 
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Ty) A. child, when it is in its mother's lap, the 
mother takes great delight to have that which 
will be for its comfort ; ſo it is with God's chil» 
Seen, they ſball be kept on his knee, Iſaiah Ixvi. 
* They ſhall ſuck. and be ſatisfied with the 
hreaſts of her conſolation, ver, 13. As one whom 


| _ his, mother comforteth, ſo will I comfort you: 


There is a ſimilitude in theſe things that no body 
knows of, but thoſe that are born again. : 


F. - There is uſually ſome fimilitude betwixkt 
the father and the child, it may be the child 
looks like its father; ſo thoſe that are born again, 
they have a new {militude, they bave the image 
of. Jeſus Chriſt, Gal. iv. Every one that is born 
of God, has ſomething of the features of heaven 
upon him. Men love.thoſe children that are likeſt 
them moſt uſually, ſo does God his children; 


therefore; they are called the children of God: but 


others do not like him, therefore they are called 
Sod omites. Cheiſt deſcribes children of the devil 
by their ſeatui es; the children of the de vil, his 
works hey will do. All works of unrighteouſ- 
-nef they are the cevil's works ; if you are earth - 
Ay. Jou have * the mage of the earth y; if 
A.;  heav.nlp, 
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heavenly, you have we the image of the be Bhs: 
vealy, 


(. When a man has a child, he trains him 
L vp to his own liking, they have learned the eu; 
ſtom of their father's houſe ; ſo are thoſe that are 
born of God, they baye 3 the cuſtom of 


— 


the true church of God; * they learn to ery, 


My Father, and my God; they are brought up 
in God's houſe, they learn the method apd form 
of God's bouſe, for regulating their lives in this 


7. Children, it is natural for them to depend 


vpon their father for what they want; if they 
want a pair of ſhoes they go and tell * zif they 
want bread, they go and tell him; ſo ſhould the 
children of God do. Do you want ſpiritual bread? 


go tell God of it. Do you want ſtrength of grace? 
aſk it of God. Do you want ſirength againſt ga- 
tan's temptations? go and tell God of i it. When 
the devil tempts you, run home and. tel your 
heavenly Father; go pour out your complaints 
to God. This is natural to children; if any 


Young them, they go and tell their father z,fo 


do 


8 
.*. 
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* mots tbat are born of God; when they meet 
with temptations, go and toll God of . 


wid guru uſe is this, to make a ſtri&- i inquiry, 
"[wWhethet you" be born of God or not. Examine 
by thbfs things T laid dawn before, of a child of 
nature, and a child of grace: Are you brought 


out of the dark dungeon of this world into Chriſt? 


Have you learned to cry, My Father? ſer. iii, 
26: And 1 ſaid, "Thou ſhalt call me thy Father. 
"All God's children are criers. Cannot you be 


quiet without you have a belly · tall of the milk of 


Sod's word ? cannot you be ſatisfied without you 
"have peace with God ? Pray you conlider it, and 


be ſerious with yourſelves ; if you have not theſe 


marks, you will fail_ſhart of the kingdam of God 
you ſhall never have an intereu tuere ; chere is 


qnol idtrading; | 'They will (ay, Lor d, Lord, = 
pen to us, and he will ſay, [ know you not : No 


child öf Gia, no heavenly inheritance. We. 


 fometimes ive ſomething to thoſe that are not 
"our children, but not our lands, O do not flat» 
"ter yobtſelves with a portion among the ſons, un- 


4 "ies 1 you live like ſons; when we ſee a king's ſon 


play with a beggar, this is un eco ning ; ſo if 
| Yon be the kiag's children, live like the king's 
children, if you be riſeu with Chriſt, ſet your 
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affections on things above, and not on things ! bes 
low; when you come together, talk of what _ 
your Father promiſed you ; you fhould. all love 

| your Father's will, and be content and pleaſed 
i with the exerciſes you meet with in the world ; | 
ik you are the children ef God live together lose 
wogly; ; if the world quarrel with you it id nd 


5 | 2 matter; but it is Cad, if you / quarrel together 3 


if this be amongli you, it is a fign of ill - breeding, 

| it is not according to the rules you have in the 
word of God. Doſt thou ſee a ſoul that has the 

image of God in him Love him, love him ; fayy - 


we this man and I mult go to heaven one day z ſerve © 


one another, do good for one another; And, if 
any wrong you, pray to — to n Pu 2 25 


* : 4 


15S If you be the children of God, learn chat 
| Leſſon, Gird up the loins of your mind as "ovedt- 


ent children, not faſhioning yourlelves accordink | 


0 your former converſation; dut be ys holy in 
all manner of converſation : conſider that che PH, 
holy God is your Father, and let this oblige vou „ 
to live like the children of God, that you my _ 
look your Father in the face with comfort an: 
other day. 
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